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15" January 07
Environmental Protection Agency
P.O. Box 3000
Johnstown Castle Estate
Co Wexford

RE: PROPOSED ANAEROBIC DIGESTER at Ballard, Araglen,
Kilworth, Co Cork.
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I am making a representatlon uto yougo%ﬁces on behalf 'of the Araglen
~ Parents’ Assoc1at1on We as|a body’ate not only greatly concerned but
also qulte sceptlcal about the prop@‘ged development m Ballard.
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fu; ted | approxnnately 500 ml,tres from the
proposed operatlron We Stro;{ngly believe that this is not in the best
interests first and foren@\st olf our children, and sdcondly ’our area as a
whole. Araglen' is ) a vibrant liJand growing rural commumty Families

which had prewously em1grated| are| returning to rd1se thclr children and

educate them in what is a safe lllﬁ'lendly and peaceful rural ilandscape The

numbers in our National School areI on the mcrease and'vs"e will shortly

have adequate mylmbers to employ a third teacher. This is somethmg of

which We are very, proud. Increases i 1n numbers in our primary school has
a pos1t1ve knock‘l on' effectlthrdugh out the whole: commumty setting ie..; |
the'local clubs Such as: Pony| Club, |Youth Club, G:AA. efc. ‘It is these = |
orgamsat1ons that depend on' the local school for its n'nembershlp to

survive and instil a sense of pride of place in our young people

We are appalled at the size and scale of this facﬂlty and not impressed
‘with the type of ; waste that will be transported along our roads or that the
destination is so close to our pntnaly school. These huge tankers will be
carrying on an annual basis 250! million tons of toxxc waste from various
sectors -such -as:. blood & guts] from slaughter houses, meat & bone
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) meal toxnc chemical waste from pharmaceutical industries, sludge
5 W* 4‘ from brewerles &h the: foodl mdustrles,lfats, greasel& oil to name but :

" few." Mixing all these |compolnents together will result i in w1d“e range‘ 'of [! i f ‘ “
harmful bacteria. We will be subjected to nauseating stench along the o
routes which these large and cumbersome vehicles will be travelling.
Needless to say, this stench will be ever present on the breeze in and
around the facility itself. We are not accustomed to this type industrial
emissions or activity on our roads or near our school. This will have a
direct and negative impact on the quality of life of most importantly our
children while they travel to and attend school, but also on every resident
in the Araglin and surrounding areas.

Our concerns regarding the emissions from the plant we feel are well
founded. We have been told to expect the likes of the following toxic
G harmful gasses to be pumped into the clean God given air which we
breathe at present: CARBON DIOXIDE, METHANE, AMMONIA,
| - . .. HYDROGEN SULPHIDE. Considering the proximity of the school to
| l” ] | }t tlf J thlS development it is a logical assumption that alkﬁur children are at;a far [
; " k greater risk ofl‘1resp1ratory problems as a dlrgcét result of mhahng these |i¢
" odorous emissions, especially moseooWo experience respiratory
complaints already. ' & \@9
R
The children would not be allo <€6 play outside during break times or
engage in any outdoor act1v1t&e‘§4§)for fear of exposure to these emissions.
Outdoor activities are deemegb@to be part of the school curriculum. This
leaves our teachers in breegh of adhering to the designated Department of
Education Guidelines with regards to implementing and completion of
the required curriculum.

There is no doubt that the proximity of this plant will have a direct
negative impact on our school and our children’s standard of education.
How will it be possible for our teachers to hold the attention of the
- ——-— .- Students. when this. development will be spewing out noxious emissions?
f ’Fihe constant nmse and vibrations whlch will be part of}| e\{zeryday

worklngs of'the plant is in complete contrast to the env1ronment in whlch

our school is at' present It is obvious that the quality ‘of the environment

in which one works or learns has a direct 1mpact on their quality of work

and learning. We are not willing to compromise our children’s standard

of health and educatxon for the sake of Valeco’s bank balance

We are not in favour of industrial traffic on our road r!letwork as residents
and as parents we fear for the safety of our children |while they travel to
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sl ‘;‘numbers would contmue
‘il H This would have a devastatmg and nrevg}*sﬁle effect on our community.
|| Instead of | attractmg new, lfamllles mggg?o%ir lovely valley, young couples
starting out in ’hfe] would ‘opt to m@v@to neighbouring areas safe in the
knowledge that 'the envnonmengjzﬁ'}@vmch they live is not being poisoned

andiﬁ'om school. - What chance would a domestlc vehicle have if it is in a

colhs1on ‘with one of thel l'he vy ' g8ods véhicles' travellmg"to|~thet
These concerns are well founded as many of our roads are q'ulte arrow | L ,:;
and not suitable fot the: type of vehicle that the developer will' need o S

transport the waste matemal
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There is a sulf)Stai;l:';tiall risk of spillage on the local road network while
material is in tram‘iit ] |\7Ve 'have no confidence that his company will clean
up all spillages \vhlch rr|1ay occur on our roads if they are not in the
immediate v1c1n1tyl of the plant. This leaves all residents young and old
who walk, cycle or nde their horses at risk of contamination.

l f

We have no doubt|1 that ’1f this development is given permission it will
have a direct and in luedlate impact on our primary school. Parents will
not risk their chlldre’l s ‘health and will decide to suffer the inconvenience

and have their chﬂdren educated in neighbouring schools. The numbers

by harmful and nox10us enussgo‘gs;
| QQQ

., .. in.our school w1ll drop s1gmﬁcantly and will affect the aforementioned
e : ﬁlbs Our chlldren |w1llt lose their:$énse of pridesf, place Eventually as’ ll T
to decline the school would most certainly ‘close, I -

Obv1 usly our main. conc\gsﬁ is the health and safety of our children and
the envnronment in which' they live, learn, work and play. We greatly fear
the possibility of an explos1on or fire in the plant Valeco have in no way
allaye"d any of our fears lThey have no experience in this field. Any
expertlse they quote is acadermc They have never operated such a
development and the scale; of which they propose is frightening. We do
not want to be Bioveda’s. ‘guinea pigs. We do not want our children to be
used-as.a reference as-how they can 1mprove if and when there are .

’lcomphcatlons, erfors and. a: major malfuncnon b Bloverda seem to- work O
on the presumption that' nothing will go wrong, if it ldoes rthey have

emergency plans. But considering they have never done this before, their
emergency plan has never been tested so how can we trust it? That is not
acceptable to the parents of children in a school situated so close to the

development.

We must consider the possibility of complications in the running of this

plant and how they affect our school.

If there are shutdowns due to a

malfunction it is assumed that there is a risk to pollutants being emitted.
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The result of this would ‘mean that the school should and would be closed

until. the! plant is “deemed | saife”\i | This leaves' iourI chlldr,en. hpp it || e u \'i

’|||1|

7 e)[cposure to, toxins of a harmful nature until stich time'as they

. Yours. smcerely B

|
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|

| safely removed from, the school premises. It also results in lost tune in

school that will leavé" them at a disadvantage in comparison to other
schools. |

Our children are also at risk with the increased volume of traffic that
would be travelling our narrow little roads. We would no longer be able
to travel with the same peace of mind as we have at present. Our road
infrastructure is not suitable in a lot of cases for two cars to pass, so
envisaging these large tankers travelling the roads around our valley and
school beggars belief.

Our children are a God given gift and it is our duty and obligation to
ensure that they are kept safe and well in all aspects of their lives. They

. are entltled to be educated and nurtured into young adults in our local

school ThlS w1ll« ~not be the véas""’e’hf the faclhty\gi% i glven a hcence ;We -

dsed to be developed in our

‘ éi‘\ S
We would like to thank yoi dﬁ&akmg the time to read this submission
and hope for the sake of Ar: g%n National School and our children that in
your wisdom you will takgour concerns on board and see fit to refuse the

" developer a licence to opérate.
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it ” Lwou]d be failiig in our duty as parents and re ents if we were 'to s1t 1dly :

o Ii T'by and allow such a monstrosity as is

it }‘valley and more or less along side our Eo . We trust that you will give
- all our concerns due consideration. Q@\ &
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