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Tard Shorie: 02 B248 0885 « Fucsimile: 02 8247, 3054 « A,,B,N 3;16?2 838 087
Bzl caserec@ecoaction.net:au » Websife: wwe: scpsetion.net.ay

Allan J Navratil
Balfinacuira House
Gounty Cork,

refand

Tel: (011363 21 461 3555
Fax 0011353 21 468 1429

Dear.ﬂl!am

Thank you for your fax congeming the material offered by Jof Ahern in support of Corls proposed

incinerator program,

Offiggrs of 4 ﬂ:e Australisn Capital Temitory Govemmem inform. e that lhey did not in fact have a meeting with
Nr Ahem in regard fo their stralegy.

Mr Ahgrm e in e ACT met with oficees-of e Federal Govemment who have no responsibifity for waste
mapassnaptin the Nalion's capitel. The only mieting at which Mr Anem was presen which ACT officers

_ altonded was 2 und table, wherz ACT officers asked s Ahen: severa quesions.
£

The concep! of Zeio Wastewgs ntfounded i Canberra. } stared with %@?\oups ir'the US and New Zealand,
The title-of the Sanbera communities sirategy is “No"Waste by 2 sk z0ro waste. The inference thaf
opponents 16 rcineration i in Ausiralia have changed the conc%&ew Waste"Is mcorrert

. Auslrafia and New Zealand have roincineration as it s t@ d as.dangerous and backward, The last

alfernpt to establish an mmnefator in New South Wegg@?@ 89 saused mass public demonstrations,

XS :

itis reoqgnlsed by al o Waste qroups aro;@ﬁzé\uoﬁd that 2 long-term goal of Zero Waste would indeed

requfre tedesign of 3 large number of pmduéﬁsoQ

S\
Any community emenencmg an lnl.:aas econam:c development will see any increase int waste, this is nol
peculiar to Canberra, it has happen aH parts of the world. Tiie population in both Canberra ang the -
Fdjaining Clly of Queanbeyan, whith disposes of lts waste In Ganbena have been increasing at between 1 %

and 3% uver the past 10 years,

Canbetra households areineceasmg at 2% per anniim with an inrease In sing}e persan hemes.

ftsfocus om the “No Waste by 2016" strategy and its comprehengve recycling programs the total waste o
iandﬁl} would have nsen from 237,989 § in 1956/97 to 561 000 in 20&5 _

The ‘ia!est ﬁgme for waste fo iandﬁ!i in Canberma is.in.fact 208, 398

in !he process of echxavmg its exces»!mat recyttmg sticcess the ACT has genarated an estimated & 250 jobs.

The malorty of these jobis am Jn'small business, At 2 !ow-mcume uagﬁ of S#C 000, the tota! value of wages for
recyclmg lobs in Ganbena is 310 QO) g -~ s

e u

I e 2-200S

..tm_ﬁmae&mmpmm; in theA,CT incréases at a vt of 10%:per amm }f the ACT did not have
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The ACT only invesis around $6 000,000 In recycling each year. For a $5 millian mvestment in recycling the
community gets & $55miflion retvrn. Recycling and resource :egovery makes sound economic sense.

In addition fo the current situation, here is still another five years to.go before the target dale, Residual mixed
waste reatment technolagy eutrently under trial in Eastem Cresk Landfill in Sydney will make it possible for
the-AGT to reduce ils waste o !andﬁli fo around 5% - and none of it will be burnt in an incinerator.

Everything aboutthe "No Waste” Stfategy i$ positive.

Everything about inciﬂesation is n2gative,

There is po incineration technology anywhere in the world that £n guarantee @ diesin free bum. Batkground
( evels of dioxin cah be achteved by the Iatest Japanese incineraiion technology, but at gvery high pnce

A repart produced by Area8 of the US EPA states that i mcmeranon cauises an increase I cancer in the locat
u population of between 11y ‘tﬁﬁam 1in 7000.

in a city of 1,000,000, !hls is an edditional 10,000 cancers per year. Assuming 10% become terminal, 1000
adififisnal desthis ot Sendsdiiatve freatment cost of $200,000-each gives an additional cost of the incinerator
o freconmunity of Foa0-THifion.

(g,.

All of Wigratenal Mr. Abei Wishe:s 1o set fire to In hig Incineralor is organic 1@?&9‘::1 and.san be easily
racycfed under existing programs zlready in use In Ganberra & Q@
(\

A fow other points in regard to incirerators; )

»  Thelishhave Exem Tovst of dioxin In their dairy @&ﬁe world, seuond only lo New Zealand -
the Ifish farmets greatest compelitor, lnmneraucmgs to the Irish dairy fariner, New Zealand
has no: memersmra ) .

P -diritat makaprofis fram selln % the make profils from gaté fees,

s ifyou install 5n Incingrator it wil destroyya ing markets because yois have 1o feed the thing
for ihie naxt 25 years. &

s Vhesa recycling program inevﬁa%&ls in the fulure, the community will have fo pay for buth the

) recyefing program 25 wall as th rafor.
+ incinetafors deslmy TESoUrtss a%d remove johs from the loca: community.

In a review of recycling programs in the US for the National Recycling Coalffion, R.W, Beck found that the
esmated income of the landfill and mmnerahon industies combine was. eniy $40 biflion per year.

The fecycling m!ustneshad a payrolrof $36 bifion and 8 combined lolat mcome of §236 billon per year. This
é 1 meaﬂsﬁa{feeyeﬂngmhmesmer ﬂmﬂmwaste mdustnés C

The future fles with the peaiwa beneﬁls of ret:ydmg redeStgn and Zero Waste nat the destuction, il hearth
‘ond. negahwiypuifnm.ram by theincineration a” nosaur . ,

Rggards,

Genry Gllespie
. President .
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