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The Secretary, FL‘J w@ﬁ
The Environmental Protection Agency,
Box 3000, ‘
Johnstown Castle Estate,
Co Wexford.

Re: The planning application by Thornton’s recycling, Killeen rd Dublin to construct a
large composting facility at Kilbride ,Milltownpass, Co Westmeath.

To whom it may concern,

1 wish to object to the granting of a waste licence to the aforementioned recycling
company for the following reasons :

Siting an industrial facility in a rural area.
The increased volume of articulated vehicles on our logal roads and the

consequences for the safety of our children who usgzﬁlese at present as a valuable

amenity for walking and cyclmg & @
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Vermin — rat, foxes, crows, sea;
type animals will be attracte&?@hnd multiply in such a facﬂlty, increasing the
health risks to all humans, d@fnesuc wild and farm animals in the area.

magples flies, badgers and other scavenger- -

Yours faithfully,

Sourcing of raw material £ given that the company has told us that they will source
hotel and restaurant waste from the Dublin area, knowing as I do that many of these
food outlets purchase meat from suppliers who in turn source this outside the
stringent controls of the E.U.( where Foot and Mouth ,T.B., Asian Fowl ﬂu etc. are
endemic ). w

Air quahty alrbome aspergﬂh w111 irritate our lung tissue, especially in winter
~hen our immune systém is already trying to cope with the usual colds and flu.
Composting is the way of the future but I will not accept waste, produced outside
the catchment area of Mullingat, to be processed at a site opposite my front door!

To site a large compost facility on top of a

known aquif er is Genocide RIE
2 5 APR 2005
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he secretary,

Environmental Protection Agency,
Box 3000,

Johnstown Castle Estate,
Co.exford.

Re: waste License application to Thorntons Recycling Ltd. for a Composting facility at Pass of Kilbride,

Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath.
Dear secretary,
I wish to object to the proposed granting of this licence for the following reasons;
&
NS
= The proposed facility will be in contravention of the Midlands Was@%anagement Plan and the
Westmeath County Development Plan. SES |
= The proposed facility could have a damaging effect on the th of the people in the local area and
surrounding hinterlands, especially in the village of Mill ass where recently there has been a

new Atheistic Unit opened at the primary school by l\goﬁ{s’f%r Hannafin,

=  Also the bio-aerosols released by this plant could c&ﬂs&s@ermus damage to animals in the region, as
this is an Equine and Bovine breeding area, 0\\\ S

» This plant is proposed to be constructed on an filgtérlymg aqulfer which in turn feeds all the local
wells in the area and also into the Kinnegad {&er and its spawning grounds which is a tributary of

he Boyne river.

=  This proposed plant will also lead to an ﬁrcrease in pollution, such as vermin, flies, odours, noise
and dust.

» The proposed Composting Plant could have a serious and damaging effect on the bordering
Milltownpass National Heritage Area, by their proposal to upgrade the road which would in turn
lead to lowering of the natural water table of the bogland.

* The majority of raw material for the proposed facility will be transported by lorry from the greater
Dublin and Galway areas. This includes mainly waste from the hotel and catering industries. This
procedure would be highly dangerous as it would include meat particles such as chicken and beef
imported from South America, which is notorious for its outbreaks of Foot and Mouth.

Therefore I feel that this plant should be located in an industrial region or close to an already existing
landfill and not in a rural and agricultural setting such as Pass of Kilbride in Milltownpass. I hope you
take my fears and concerns into account and refuse a Waste Licence to Thorntons for this plant on the
reasons [ have mentioned above.

Yours sincerely, ,
Q@ﬂmf - W(’/t—e
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Che secretary,
Environmental Protection Agency,
Box 3000,
Jo wi Castle Estate,
Co. @xford.

Re: waste License application to Thorntons Recycling Ltd. for a Composting facility at Pass of Kilbride,
Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath.

Dear secretary,
I wish to object to the proposed granting of this licence for the following reasons;

&

» The proposed facility will be in contravention of the Midlands Wastgz*ﬁanagement Plan and the
Westmeath County Development Plan. & po\

» The proposed facility could have a damaging effect on the h aigl of the people in the local area and
surrounding hinterlands, especially in the village of Milligsngass where recently there has been a
new Atheistic Unit opened at the primary school by N{g{ﬁgﬁi’ Hannafin.

» Also the bio-aerosols released by this plant conld cags%&rious damage to animals in the region, as
this is an Equine and Bovine breeding area. ~  &«°

* This plant is proposed to be constructed on anainderlying aquifer which in turn feeds all the local

ells in the area and also into the Kinnegad roinr and its spawning grounds which is a tributary of
d:e Boyne river. ¢

» This proposed plant will also lead to an instrease in pellution, such as vermin, flies, odours, noise
and dust.

= ¢ proposed Composting Plant could have a serious and damaging effect on the bordering

ailltqupass National Heritage Area, by their proposal to upgrade the road which would in turn
lead to lowering of the natural water table of the bogland.

= The majority of raw material for the proposed facility will be transported by lorry from the greater
Dublin and Galway areas. This includes mainly waste from the hotel and catering industries. This
procedure would be highly dangerous as it would include meat particles such as chicken and beef
imported from South America, which is notorious for its outbreaks of Foot and Mouth.

Therefore I feel that this plant should be located in an industrial region or close to an already existing

landfill and not in a rural and agricultural setting such as Pass of Kilbride in Milltownpass. I hope you
take my fears and concerns into account and refuse a Waste Licence to Thorntons for this plant on the
reasons | have mentioned above.

Yours sincercs:ly,<:-’:>?{5:,1 W7
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The Secretary, —
Environmental Protection Agency,
Box 3000,
Johnstown Castle Estate,
Co. Wexford.

RE: Application by Thornton’s Recycling Ltd. For a composting facility
at Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath

To whom 1t may concern, &

1 wish to object to the gr@> ing of a waste licence to Thornton’s
Recycling Ltd. for the purpose gﬁf Qp*rocessmg large quantities of waste
at Pass of Kilbride, Mllltow@%gs Co. Westmeath, for the following
reasons:. <<° &
\°O
1) It could cause the \lutlon of air, surface water, water courses and
ground water in thé-area.

2) It could damage the wells in the area.

3) It could create odour problems.

4) It could lead to an increase in vermin, flies and scavenger birds.

5) It could have a damaging effect on the health of people in the area.

6) It could create noise pollution.

If this licence is granted, it will have disastrous consequences for this area.

Yours faithfully,

SCANNED f
2 5 APR 2005
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The Secretary, QQIV\CU@")

The Environmental Protection Agency,
Box 3000, G INesbvadi~
Johnstown Castle Estate,

10/ c5 D3

Co Wexford.
Re: The planning application by Thornton’s recycling, Killeen rd Dublin to construct a
large composting facility at Kilbride ,Milltownpass, Co Westmeath.

To whom it may concern,

I wish to object to the granting of a waste licence to the aforementioned recycling
company for the following reasons :

Siting an industrial facility in a rural area.
The increased volume of articulated vehicles on our local roads and the
consequences for the safety of our children who use these at present as a valuable

amenity for walking and cycling. &

Vermin — rat, foxes, crows, seag@i@?%gpies; flies, badgers and other scavenger-
type animals will be attracted ¢ asd multiply in such a facility, increasing the
health nisks to all humans, do;:mé% ic, wild and farm animals in the area.

Sourcing of raw material — given that the company has told us that they will source
hotel and restaurant wasté from the Dublin area, knowing as I do that many of these
food outlets purchase meat from suppliers who in furn source this outside the
stringent controls of the E.U.( where Foot and Mouth ,T.B., Asian Fowl flu etc. are
endemic ).

Air quality — airborne aspergilli will irritate our lung tissue, especially in winter
when our immune system is already trying to cope with the usual colds and flu.
Composting is the way of the future but I will not accept waste, produced outside
the catchment area of Mullingar, to be processed at a site opposite my front door!

To site a large compost facility on top of a
known _aquifer is Genocide

SCA
2 5 APR 7005

Yours faithfully,

Srone Ber
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. e aeres Hightown,Coralstown
3 5:@ l’;’: 2 ?
f 5 F Eid L;’EGS Mullingar,Co. Westmeath
10/02/2005
The Secretary ‘
Environmental Protectipn Ag@ﬁ? M,Lﬁ,.,.,,,"_h_" .
Box 3000 Tone
Johnstown Castle Estate
Co. Wexford

OBJECTION TO: Waste Licence Application to Thorntons Recycling Ltd for a
Composting Facility at Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath

Dear Secretary,

1 am taking the time to write you this letter as I feel very strongly and would have many
concerns regarding this industrial facility coming into the area. In my opinion this plant should be located
in an Industrial area or close by an already existing landfill. This is a beautiful little country of ours and if
plants such as this and others alike are moved out into rural and agricultural settings such as the Pass of
Kilbride in Milltownpass, we won t have this beautiful place that we live in.

I myself have moved back to the area after twelve years of living in city environments, to get away from
unhealthy air, pollution etc... My main reason for moving back to the locality was for the country lifestyle
and the health benefits it has to offer, as I am twenty-eight and have mul%’ple sclerosis. I made this choice

and you too have a choice. éx‘f

&
My Concerns: NS
=  The bio-aerosols released could cause sgﬁ%@ damage to animals in the area, as
this is an equine and bovine breeding Q;:%O N
s This increase in pollution such as {&e%}é;rmin, odours, noise and dust, therefore
the spread of disease. &66\ A
= This facility could have a damagi ' effeét on the health of the people living in the
area and surrounding areas, ¢ cially in the village of Milltownpass where a new
Atheistic Unit was recently dpened at the primary school by Minister Hannafin.
» The plant is proposed e constructed on an underlying aquifer which in turn
feeds all local wells afid the Kinnegad River which is a tributary of the Boyne.
= The plant could have a damaging and serious effect on the bordering
Milltownpass National Heritage Area. A proposal to upgrade the road will lead to
the lowering of the natural water table of the bog land.
=  Waste mainly from hotels and catering industries will be transported by lorry
from Galway and Dublin. This will include meat pieces such as chicken and beef
imported from South America which is well known for its outbreaks of foot and
mouth. Obviously, this is dangerous to bring into an agricultural setting.

I hope you will take my concerns into account and refuse a Waste Licence to
Thorntons for this plant on the reasons I have mentioned above. I thank you for your
time.

Yours sincerely

EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:16



12th February 2005 s Gealolond .
oy ey

The Secretary '

Environmental Protection Ag £2 2005

Box 3000 '

Johnstown Castle Estate nem g

Co Wexford ¢ Heetedonst00nc0n0asannag

Re:  Waste Licence Application by Thornton’s Recycling Ltd
For a Composting Facility at Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co Westmeath

Dear Sirs
I wish to object to the proposed granting of this licence for the following reasons:-

1. The facility will be in contravention of the Midlands Waste Management

Plan. 0&.
2. The road leading to the site is totally @sgxfg\ble for the amount and size of
the proposed traffic. og?" \0&
3. The proposal is contrary to thg@(ékhneath County Development Plan,.
0
4, It could have a damagmg\%ct on the health of the prople in the area.

<<O QO

5. 1t could cause the pogxinon of air, surfam water, water FRUTSES, am groupt
water in the area. éé\

O
6. It could lead to :n increase in vermin and scavenger-birds.
7. It could damage the wells in the area.
3. 1t could damage the underlying aquifer.
9. It could damage fish-breeding areas downstream in the Kinnegad River.
10. It could create odour problems.
11. It could create noise pollution.

12. It could have a severe effect on the Milltownpass N.H.A. next to it.

Yours faithfully

ffag T g lsF]

[SCANNED
2 5 APR 2005

s
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION RotthrForrsee
AGENCY WASTE LICENSING | ... Wesl~. . pmldatt )
L RECEIVED

‘ : . £ Ern eny ,
o o . 1\& Lol Lwid ‘
- X i
- . .-

L

lhe secretary, : C . .
Environmental Pmtﬂcnﬂn Agencyi i INITIALS.......... ilecssse -
Box 3000, ST -

Johnstown Castle Estate CoY : ‘ '

Co. Wexford. - L T e

R,

Re:-waste License application to Thorntons Recycling Ltd. for a Combostiﬁé 'faéility at Pass of Kilbride,
Milltownpass, Co.Westmeath.

Dear secretary, ' o ’
I wish to object to the proposed granting of this hcence for the followmg reasons;

= The proposed facility will be in contravention of the Midlands Wasthﬁanagement Plan and the
Westmeath County Development Plan. . . - ﬁ

= The proposed facility could have a damaging effect on the h b of the people in the local area and
surrounding hinterlands, especially in the village of Mill s where recently there has been a
new Atheistic Unit opened at the primary school by M\(n‘?g&r Hannafin,

= Also the bio-aerosols released by this plant conld cags% rious damage to animals in the region, as
this is an Equine and Bovine breeding area.

= This plant is proposed to be constructed on an Q‘ﬂ 'ﬁymg aqulfer which in turn feeds all the local
wells in the area and also into the Kinnegad Qy@r and its spawmng grounds which is a tributary of
the Boyne river.

»  This proposed plant will also lead to an inrease i in pollutlon such as vermin, flies, odours, nmse
and dust.

- e proposed Composting Plant could have a serious and damaging cffcct on the bordering

ilitownpass National Heritage Area, by their proposal to upgrade the road which would in toen
lead to lowering of the natural water table of the bogland.

* The majority of raw material for the proposed facility will be transported by lorry from the greater
Dublin and Galway areas. This includes mainly waste from the hotel and catering industries.- This
procedure would be highly dangerous as it would include meat particles such as chicken and beef
imported from South America, which is notorious for its outbreaks of Foot and Mouth.

Therefore I feel that this plant should be located in an industrial region or close to an already existing
landfill and net in a rural and agrieultural setting such as Pass of Kilbride in Milltownpass. I hope you
take my fears and concerns into account and refuse a Waste Licence to Thorntons for this plant on the
reasons I have mentioned above.

T E

Yours sinderely,

SCA MV
2 5 APR b

Lemmr
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S— e Crossanstown
gm;fsvewu«ma, Pm*“ STION Coralstown
AGENGY WASTE LICE! SING. Kinnegad
RECEIVED Co Westmeath
15 FE3 2085
9 February 2005
INITIALS...ccvenvneceacns .
The Secretary
Environmental Protection Agency
Box 3000
Johnstown Castle Estate
Co Wexford
Dear Sir

&
NS

Re : Application by Thornton’s Recycling Centre Léa@)"or a composting facility at

Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co West;@kaﬂi

sy
R\ \s\&
I strongly object to the granting of a waste lic€nce to Thornton’s Recycling for the
purpose of processing large quantltlesﬁkéa}%ste at Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass for
the following reasons :- R N0y
Ses

a) The proposed comp @mg fa0111ty would be sited on an area which will

cause widespread ﬁutlon to all domestic wells within a radius of 2-3

miles.
b) It would also create noise and air pollution.
c) The road which leads to the proposed site is absolutely unsuitable for

articulated lorries/HGV's which would deposit waste there.

d) The proposed facility would be in contravention to the Midlands Waste
Management Plan and is contrary to the Westmeath County Development
Plan.

Yours faithfully

Om@a@@

Noel O’Reilly

EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:17
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Enniscoifey,
_— Gaybrook,

4 | PRETESTISN Mullin
,; 2 £y . 4 gm’ 4
A"‘ f': oY Al BSTE L!f{.«' f‘v% ffw Co. Westimeath.
RECEI IVED 8'" February 2005
15 FER 2oy
e secretary, o
wironmentat Prolection Agency, INITIALS.......en
X 3000,
hnsiown Castle Estate,
3, Wexiord.

:: wasie License appiication to Thomtons Recycling Lid, for a Composting facxhty at Pass of Kilbride,
Milliownpass, Co. Westmeath.

m‘mury,
1 wish to objeet to the proposed granting of this licence for th,e following reasons;

The proposed facility will be in contravention of the Midlands Waste Mai?ﬂgemem Plan and the
Westmesth County Development Plan. ’ &\

The proposed facility could have a damaging effect on the hea!t@@;}g@e people in the local area and
surrounding hinterlands, especially in the village of Mil 110%@%& recently there has begn a
new Atheistic Uit opened at the primary schoof by Minister Hannafin
Also the bio-asrosols released by this plant could cause é&% damage to animals in the region, as
this is an Equine and Bovine breeding area.

»  This piam is proposed to be constructed on an un@s?%‘hog aqutfer which in turn feeds ail the local

wells in the area and also into the Kinnegad river @i’id its spawning grounds which is a tributary of
the Boyae river. &°

This proposed plant will also lead to an incr@@e in pollation, such as vermin, flies, odours, noise
and dust. S
‘The propossd Composting Plant could have a serious and damagmg effect on the bordering

Sitownpass Nations) Heritage Ares, by their proposal to upgrade the road which would in turn
fead to Jowering of the natural water table of the bogland.

he majority of raw materiad for the proposed facility will be transported by lotry from the greater
Dublin and Galway areas. This includes mainly waste from the hotel and catering industries. This
procedure would be highly dangerous as it would include meat particles such as chicken and beet
imported from South America, which is notorious for its outbreaks of Foot snd Mouth,

hersfore [ feel that this plant should be focated in an industrial region or close to an already existing
wdfil} and not in 2 rural and agricultral senting such as Pass of Kilbride in Milltownpass. | hope you

ke my fears and concerss into account and refuse a Waste Licence to Thorntons for this plant on the
sasons | have mentioned above.

' SCANNED }
2 5 APR 2005

“ours sincerely,

qm@%\\b\
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The secretary Hightown

Environmental protection agency ' — }  Coralstown

Box 3000 S IROMMENTAL T’Z?‘?@g@%@«d Kinnegad

Johnstown castle estate Ehﬁﬁ&x&iﬁ‘fgg‘%&g %%;& D co westmeath

Co wexford e e v 9-2-2005
PUTIALS ovnensmereeeee

To whom it may concern

I wish to object to the granting of this waste licence to
Thorntons recyling LTD for the purpose of processing large quantities of waste at
pass of kilbride milltownpass co westmeath for the following reasons .

(DIt could have a damaging effect on the health of people our children in the area .

(2)The road leading to the site is totally unsuitable for the #mount and size of the
proposed traffic 90 lorries each way . ©
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¢ .
Knockaville, Ao
Coralstown,
Mullingar,
Co.Westmeath
102103 ENVIBONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY WASTE LICERNGING
RECEIVED
The secretary: o ey e
Environmental Protection Agency, 1272000
Box 3000,
Johnstown Castle Estate, p o
Co.Wexford EN:TML@ ..............

Re: waste license application to Thornton Recycling Ltd, for a composting facility at Pass of Kilbride,
Milltownpass, Co.Westmeath.

.ear secretary,
N
I wish to object to the proposed granting of this licence for thé following reasons:

» The proposed facility will have a damaging effect on t!%ﬂ‘lwﬁ}lth of the people in the local area and
surrounding hinterlands. \\Q @

»  The proposed plant will lead to an increase in p%l;ﬁ?gf@h such as vermin, flies odours, noise and dust.
»  De-value property in the surroundings area\%@ result of bio-aerosols released by this plant.

®  Why do we have a Midland Waste Mana: gﬁlent Plan and 2 Westmeath County Development Plan if this
facility is going to be in contravention to&(;ﬁls plan?

= The majority of the raw material for the proposed facility will be transported by lorry from the greater Dublin
area. This waste will mainly consist of waste from the hotel and catering industries. This procedure would be

highly dangerous as it would include meat particles imported from South America, which is know for its
outbreak of Foot & Mouth,

.' This proposed facility would damage the local wildlife in what is a rural and agricultural setting.
= This facility should be located in or close to, an already existing landfill and not in an agricultural area.

» We are all only to well aware of the effects that pollution and toxins had on the animal life in the greater
Tipperary area only a few short years ago. Re-assurances were given then that there would be no adverse
effects but the reality was very different.

®= Are we in this area to be subjected to the same fate?

Yours sincerely,

D@w\ﬂ 6 M&, \S'QL&O/\

-

Dermot & Marie Havden
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- éuL@ MO~

McGrath Rééidence,

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION Clonfad,
AGENCY Kinnegad,
009 Co. Westmeath

14 FEB 2 Date : 09/02/05
EPA Headquarters,
PO Box 3000,
Johnstown Castle Estate,
Co. Wexford.

Ref : Proposed Composting facility at Kilbride Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath.

Dear Sir/Madam,

I wish to draw your attention to the following observations, cgﬁ%ems or issues we have
with the above project. &
NN
S & :
1) The effect on the water table and the qualig? @f‘water. Although we have been
assured by representatives from Thomt@h%séhat the E.I.S has covered this, it must
be noted that when the Gas main w giﬁg excavated many of the houses in the
area were without water as their W&l s'dried up. This scale of the new proposed
development is much greater Qﬁ%@%uld have more serious consequences.
o P
2) The effect on air quality. A, ‘}\n we have been assured that there will be no odours
as everything that is br t in to the plant is green waste but we are concerned
that Thorntons will be unable to account for every lorry load of waste that comes
into the plant and what chemical substances each load has been subjected to.

. In conclusion we believe that our concerns are of a reasonable nature. We believe that
before any work is carried out on site, the concerns outlitied be addressed. We Took
forward to hearing from you.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY
Manfred Huschka ' Enniscoffey
14 FEB 2005 Gaybrook
Co. Westmeath
Ireland
The Secretary
Environmental Protection Agency
Box 3000
Johnstown Castle Estate
Co. Wexford

09.02.05

Re: Waste License application by Thornton’s Recycling Ltd. for a composting facility at
Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath

Dear sir,
I wish to object to the proposed granting of this license for the following reasons:

e It could damage the underlying acquifer (see my submission o An Bord Pleanala for
Thornton’s appeal to overturn refused planning permission of same site)

¢ The so-far undisclosed waste disposal of non-brodegrad&%le waste will lead to a sharp
increase of vermin and also scavenger birds in the a&‘a

o Created bio-aerosols could lead to health |ssug§é@6§h humans and animals in surrounding
area \

¢ Planned importation of food waste from aiégbounng counties incl. Dublin is contrary to the
Westmeath County Development Planoc

§
o8 ~<\
| am available to outline my objection cﬁ?@‘a further upon request.
/ &6\6\
&
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TELEFAX 40 - |

To: The Secretary Manfred Huschka
Department: Enniscoffey
Company: EPA Gaybrook
Telefax-No, +353 29 Co. Westmeath

i - . Ireland
Nos. of pages: 5 incl. cover shedt
Date: 10 February, ZOQS
Dear sir,

Attached please find four letters of ob}jerv:é{on‘s regarding a waste license application by Thornton's Recycling
Ltd. for a composting facility at Pass pf Kilbride, Millownpass, Co, Westmeath.

We will also send those |etters by regulai mail,

Y \}&
‘ ( | ,;(\é
Yéiur sincger\g]p NY ,g\o

chka
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Susan Huschka

The Secretary
Environmental Protection Agency
Box 3000

Johnstown Castle Estate
Co. Wexford

Re: Waste License application
Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass,

Dear sir,

ay 1
Co,

TACONIC A D D PAGE
Enniscoffey
Gaybrook
Co. Westmeath
freland
09.02.05

hornton’s Recycling Ltd. for a composting facility at
Westimeath

| wish to object fo the proposed gnant[g of this license for the following reasons:

» | could damage the underiyin
Thornton's appeal to overfurn

» The so-far undisclosed wasie
. increases of vermin and aleh sq

e Created bio-aerosols could led

area

¢ Planned importation of foold wi
Westmeath County Develgpm

I am available to outiine my objection

Yours sincerely

Susan Huschka

QO

I

acquifer (see our submission {o An Bord Pleanala for
refused planning permission of same site)

Hisposal of non- biodegradab(g? waste will lead to a sharp
avanger birds in the area

\% Q§\
ste from ne;gh@agg&g ‘counties incl. Dublin is contrary to the

ent Plan, «Q S
X
cr 1terkaéfw%er upon recquest.
<<° Q\

GOQ
$

3
5

EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:18

2

d to health issues with @ﬂans and animals in surroundmg o



89/62/2885 11:28 353-44-44369 TACONIC A D D PAGE 83

Manfred Huschka Enniscoffey

.Gaybrook
Co. Westmeath
Ireland

The Secretary

Environmental Protection Agency
Box 3000

Johnstown Castle Estate

Co. Wexford

09.02.05

Re! Waste License application by Thornton’s Recycling Ltd. for a composting facility at
Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co Westmeath

Dear sir,

| wish to object to the proposed granting of this license for the following reasons:

» |t could damage the underlying acquifer (see my submission to An Bord Pleanala for
Thorntor's appeal to overtlirn refused planning permission of same site)
» The so-far undisclosed waste fisposal of non-biodegradable waste will iead to a sharp

. . o increass of varmin and aisp syavei iger birds i the area @\\} e e
» Creaied bio-aerosols could legd o heaith issues wnth @mans and antmais in surroundmg
area <\ )

» Planned impottation of foofl waste from nelgl’b%@ﬁng counties in¢l. Dublin is contrary to the
Westmeath County Develdpment Plan. Q\Q@g}

55

I am available to outline my objection ~rnterr§*§@1her upon request,

-
b S

\\.. } £ ! f'l \QOQ
Youfs s{inrer 1y z&o
4 H T t 9
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~

. Lisa-Ann Huschka Enniscoffey

Gaybrook
Co. Westmeath
reland

The Secretary

Environmental Protection Agency
Box 3000

Johnstown Castle Estate

Co. Wexford

09.02.05

Re: Waste License application by Thornton’s Recycling Lid. for a composting facility at
Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co.[Westmeath

Dear sir,
| wish {o object ta the proposed grantifg of this license for the following reasons:

¢ It could damage the underlying acquifer (see submission to An Bord Pleanala for
Thornton's appeal to overtym efused planning permission of same site)

» The so-far undisclosed wagte isposal of non-bicdegradable waste will lead to a sharp

@ increase.of varmin and alsg scpyenger birds in the.area, & . . L i

s Created bio-aerosols could| lead to health issues with f@%ans and animals in surrounding

area (@' {y\

e Planned importation of food waste from neighbglirifig counties incl. Dublin is cantrary to the
Westmeath County Developmdnt Plan, \\}QO S

N " U R

, o“Q@O& :
- am available to outline my objectipn c:riterj@\\ﬁ{gfher upon request.
EX
SR
Yours sincerely 55\0\
“d
OO

Lisa-Ann Huschka

A @(vm Wbl
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-

Eoghan Huschka Enniscoffey
_ Gaybrook

Co. Westmeath

lreland '
The Secretary
Environmental Protection Agency
Box 3000
Johnstown Castle Estate
Co. Wexford

09.02.05

Re: Waste License application Jy Thornton’s Recycling Lid. for a composting facility at
Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co.Westmeath

Dear sir,

{ wish to object to the proposed granti Fg of this license for the following reasons:

« it could damage the underlying acquifer (see submission to An Bord Pleanala for
‘ Thomton’s appeal to overtim refused planning permission of same site)
+ The so-far undisclosed waste dlisposal of non~b|0degradab@ waste will lead to a sharp

. , increase of vaermin and als@ sgavenger birds in the area(\@ , e
« Created bio-aerosols could lead to health issues w:th g@mans and ammals in surroundmg
area o(\

e Planned importation of food waste from nelg?‘@ﬁ’gﬁng counties incl. Dublin is contrary to the
Westmeath County Developmént Plan. &Qéy\

Q
o‘i\@
| am available to outline my objection *rlter{a“f@ther Lipon request.
Q
¢
Yours sincerely 4%5‘
N

Q%L&AWM% ’
Eoghan Huschka
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Susan Huschka AGENCY Enniscoffey
4 005 Gaybrook
14FEB 2 Co. Westmeath
Ireland
The Secretary
Environmental Protection Agency
Box 3000
Johnstown Castle Estate
Co. Wexford
09.02.05

Re: Waste License application by Thornton’s Recycling Ltd. for a composting facility at
Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath

‘ Dear sir,

| wish to object to the proposed granting of this license for the following reasons:

+ |t could damage the underlying acquifer (see our submission to An Bord Pleanala for
Thornton’s appeal to overturn refused planning permission of same site)

» The so-far undisclosed waste disposal of non-biodegradable waste will lead to a sharp
increase of vermin and also scavenger birds in the ar

o Created bio-aerosols could lead to health issueg\\nfgg?%umans and animals in surrounding
area &

¢ Planned importation of food waste from neigt sﬁring counties incl. Dublin is contrary to the
Westmeath County Development Plan. Qé\,é&‘}

S5
o
| am available to outline my objection cggéﬁaﬁurther upon request.

R

3
Yours sincerely (\éé\
® <

Susan Huschka

.
A

Lol B ¢
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' AGENCY

Eoghan Huschka 14 FEB 2005 Enniscoffey

Gaybrook
I—— Co. Westmeath

Ireland

The Secretary

Environmental Protection Agency

Box 3000

Johnstown Castle Estate

Co. Wexford

09.02.05

Re: Waste License application by Thornton’s Recycling Ltd. for a composting facility at
Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath

. Dear sir,

| wish to object to the proposed granting of this license for the following reasons:

+ |t could damage the underlying acquifer (see submission to An Bord Pleanala for
Thornton’s appeal to overturn refused planning permission of same site)

¢ The so-far undisclosed waste disposal of non-biodegradgble waste will lead to a sharp
increase of vermin and also scavenger birds in the a

¢ Created bio-aerosols could lead to health |ssue§\mgth humans and animals in surrounding
area

e Planned importation of food waste from n@«@ urmg counties incl. Dublin is contrary to the
Westmeath County Development Plan e\

\\

\,

&é'

| am available to outline my objection om*%ujégfurther upon request.
&
&:\\O

Yours sincerely &

Eogh‘gn Huschka

SCANNED
2 5 APR 2005

i RO

-EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:18




ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION .
AGENCY
tisa-Ann Huschka . Enniscoffe
14 FEB 2005 Gaybrook |

Co. Westmeath
Ireland

The Secretary

Environmental Protection Agency

Box 3000

Johnhstown Castle Estate

Co. Wexford

09.02.05

Re: Waste License application by Thornton’s Recycling Ltd. for a composting facility at
Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath

Dear sir,
| wish to object to the proposed granting of this license for the following reasons:

s It could damage the underlying acquifer (see submission to An Bord Pleanala for
Thornton's appeal to overturn refused planning permission of same site)

» The so-far undisclosed waste disposal of non-biodegradable waste will lead to a sharp
increase of vermin and also scavenger birds in the ar@@

* Created bio-aerosols could lead to health issuegs,wgth humans and animals in surrounding

area S8
¢ Planned importation of food waste from neighiouring counties incl. Dublin is contrary to the
Westmeath County Development Plan. o > &
Q§Q®
i am available o outline my objection crm‘;Qdé further upon request.
6\0
Yours sincerely S ' £

Lisa-Ann Huschka

l)% « («\vw\ “\\\xxm '
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Milltownpass Residents and Environmental Group
C/o Hightown, Coralstown, Kinnegad, County Westmeath

-

The Secretary,
Environmental Protection Agency,
Johnstown Castle Estate,

County Wexford. 5% December 2004

Re: Waste Licence Application by Thornton’s Recycling Centre Ltd

for a Composting Facility at Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass,
County Westmeath.

Dear Sir/Madam, é,l.

- I enclose our observations/submissions on the applicat ‘fl by Thomton’s Recycling
Centre Ltd for a Waste Licence for the proposegé@?{m osting Facility.

Our main document entitled Submlssmns/Qb%@Vatlons to the E.P.A. is our response
to the application. Supporting documen@%ﬁbendmes) are enclosed.

O :
We have studied the Waste Llcencéoékbl?licanon and, with the documents we provide,
we ask you to refuse this Licence. C;fbyou decide to hold an oral hearing, we request
. that we be heard at that heanng(,é\

Yours sincerely

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY |

l_/
A

20 DEC 2004

&2 :M Q.\) \kkww\m\

OFFICE OF LICENSING & GUIDANCE

Brchesed ahso

Sulawmirsaon h«\ \(\&m\,m LQ‘A , Qo (s .
Wasrueatin

NTOSSRWYPR | Qe

ba\ Cecd Uowaldson,
Wﬁb\em% 0 W -
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Submissions/Observations to the E.P.A.
December 2004

Milltownpass Residents and Environmental Group,
C/o Richard Murphy, Hightown, Coralstown, Kinnegad,

County Westmeath..
The Secretary,
EPA,
Johnstown Castle Estate,
County Wexford.
SUBJECT: Submissions/Observations in opposition to the granting of a Waste .

Licence to Thorntons’s Recycling Centre Ltd for a Composting Facility at Pass of
Kilbride, Milltownpass, County Westmeath.

These are made on behalf of, and by the Milltownpass Resnd%nts and Environmental
Group, a local body with an elected committee and w1th591de public support from

local residents. PSR
A o
Supportmg documentation is attached in ap es A to C, which are referred to in

the main text. We further point out that pl\a:h@hg permission has been refused by
Westmeath County Council on three |

S \\Q
1. “The proposed development wﬁlﬁiwolve importation of organic waste from

outside the Midland Region D%nﬁ thereby contrary to Midlands Waste Management
Plan”, ' RS
C

2. “The existing road network serving the site, being bog rampart for some part, is
substandard and it is the policy of the Development Plan (5.3.9.) to restrict ‘
permitted development to housing development for a strictly limited number of
family members, where access to alternative public roads is not available. The
proposed development being industrial in nature would not come within the
foregoing policy objective and is not considered to be in accordance with the
proper planning and sustainable development of the area”

3. “Notwithstanding existing concerns regarding environmental impact, including
impact to the ground waters, ecology and habitats of the area, including the
adjacent designated N.H.A., Milltownpass Bog, that the information submitted has
not adequately addressed, the proposed development is considered contrary to
the policies and objectives of the Westmeath County Development Plan 2002

which discourages major industrial projects in the country side, policy reference
5.3.8.5. refers.”

EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:18



We totally support the County Council in its decision to refuse Planning Permission
on the above grounds and wish them to be mentioned in these
submissions/observations against the granting of a Waste Licence.

We further submit that the E.LS. submitted by Thornton’s Recyclmg Centre Ltd in
support of their application is both flawed and incomplete as is shown in our

Appendix A. We contend that the E.LS. does not unequivocally show that the
proposed development:

(2) Will not cause injury to the health and well-being of persons’
living in the area.

(b) Will not cause the pollution of air, surface water, water courses,
or groundwater, with injurious consequences for humans, for

flora and fauna, and for the farming community in the area.
APPENDIX A.

(c) Will not generate an increase in vermin — with the added effect

that pesticide control will have on local fauna.
&

(d) Will not damage the wells of the households in th%ﬁ}ea

APPENDIX A, & ?g\
O(\\O\

(e) Will not, by watering to control dust, @Q%@?ib result of flooding,

damage the water courses during ccgﬁz‘ﬁ%tmn, and by daily traffic.
&

® lel not endanger the underlyi @mfer classified as LG/E — a
locally important sand/grave @ulfer when the ground water is
extremely vulnerable to cqgiamma’aon

APPENDIX A. &
OO

(g) Will not endanger the bordering stream which is an important feeder
stream for the Kinnegad River, and is part of the salmonid spawning
area of that river.

APPENDIX A,

(h) Will not guarantee to a sufficient degree that the process will contain
all odours. .

(i) Will not guarantee that the screen of trees will be adequate to prevent
noise pollution in the near future, ;

It is stated that “all material will be delivered to the facility in sealed containers” and
that traffic will be directed to move to and from the site via the N.6. tum-off.
However, no licensing regime is indicated to regulate these collectors/transporters.
There would be no redress should these vehicles cause pollution by spillage around
the proposed site. There is also no guarantee that the carriers under commercial and
time pressures, will confine themselves to the route indicated.

EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:18



There is insufficient evidence that the provision for run-off water from the concreted

base area will provide adequate protection for local water courses. The same is true
for leachate. APPENDIX A,

The amount of bio-aerosols created, and their effects, are questionable. In addition, in
the absence of Irish guidelines on the siting of composting facilities, the E.LS.
depends on those published by the Environment Agency for England and Wales.

These do not take into account Ireland’s greater exposure to Atlantic wind and
weather.

The proposals in the E.LS. and elsewhere for the development of the Killucan road

are purely aspirational. The existing road is totally inadequate for the traffic proposed.
APPENDIX B. and APPENDIX C. ’

The site of the proposed facility is adjacent to an area designated as a National
Heritage Area. This is a site of considerable conservation significance and is very
vulnerable to any disturbance.

The characteristics of the proposed site, even allowing for the mitigation measures
proposed by the applicant company, indicate that the proposed facility poses a serious
environmental, health, and social risk to the local residents,;ocal village and the

surrounding rural communities, v

§é

On surface water, the E.LS. indicates that “water. 5 ?y sampling and analysis both
on and off site and an assessment of on-site stgéﬁ\gx and ditches to determine water
levels and flows™ was carried out. The dateg'gisen indicate that this was carried out on
two dates (given) which were during thg@fgést period that local residents can recall

for the last twenty years. & 6@

§ &

The section on Flora and Fauna stgt%% that “The site is not under any designation as

per the E.U. Natural Habitats Regulations 1997 (S.1.No 94 of 1997). Nor is the site

registered for containing any $pecies under the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000”.

While both statements are true, as things stand, they fail to reveal that the site is a

hunting ground for the Barn Owl and the Pine Marten (both most likely based in the

Milltownpass Bog N.-H.A. immediately adjacent). This is vouched for by the local ’
Wildlife Ranger and the local residents. The site itself is a well-known breeding

ground for frogs. As all who use the road regularly know, the frogs can be almost a

hazard on the road during the spawning season.

With regard to the Waste Licence Application by Thomton’s Recycling Centre Ltd,
may we point to Attachments ES and to Attachment H.? Under the heading “water” in
E.5. there is a reference to calculations in Chap.10 and Appendix 10.1 of the EL.S.
We would enquire as to the validity of these calculations as there is no current model
to give them credence. The same is true for the claim made in Attachment H.
(Emission points).

In Attachment J. Environmental Monitoring, we note that the section J.1. [Dust,
PM10 and Bioaerosol] names no specific authority and no independent monitor.
In J.3. {Groundwater] we feel that the monitoring offered is crude and not frequent
enough. In J.4. [Air] the monitoring, apart from “odour and condition and depth of
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biofilter”, is to be bi-annual, This is not sufficient. In J.9. [Surface water] this crucial
area is left to the site Environmental Manager. There is no mention of independent
monitoring and there is no mention of crucial downstream monitoring.

It is our submission and observation that the Waste Licence Application by
Thornton’s Recycling Centre Ltd. is flawed and inadequate, as is the E.LS. which
supports it and that the application should be refused.

In support of our position we enclose —

APPENDIX A. - an assessment by Minerex Environmental Ltd., Taney Hall,
Eglinton Terrace, Dundrum, Dublin 14,

APPENDIX B. — a summary of key observations by Graham Walmsley, Civil
Engineer, Thomastown, Killucan, County Westmeath

APPENDIX C. — a series of photographs which show the state of the road proposed as
access to the site.

We contend that application made to you by Thornton’s Recycling Centre Ltd. and
the ELS. put forward in support of this application must be regarded as seriously in

question arising out of these appendices which point to ﬂa\@@ within the application as
well as the need for further investigation. :

Richard G. Murphy

Westmeath Envuoxségégtal Group

For and on behalf

Milltownpass Residents and Environmental Group,
Hightown,

Coralstown,

Kinnegad,

County Westmeath

Date: -\, O
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Beeenon N

ASSESSMENT OF ASPECTS OF EIS & WASTE LICENCE
APPLICATION FOR PROPOSED COMPOSTING FACILITY -
AT PASS OF KILBRIDE, MILLTOWNPASS, CO.

WESTMEATH

MEL Report Ref. 1650-049.do¢

Date: 16/11/04

Confidential Repott Ta:

Westmeath Environmentai Group 003?28\0'\
Hightown S

Coralstown K

Mullingar &

Co. Westmeath S
§)

Report submitted by

Minerex Environmental
Taney Hall
Eginton Tattace

Dundrum, Dublin 14
Meelang
TR TR WSS
TeaEns VEIRIINER A%

Email: minerex@iol.ig

O
N

&

tszued by

Stephen Pest W S¢.
Chantered Enginaer

Srardhesaedeny,

EurGeol Cecil Shine M.S¢. PGeo
Project Direclor
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Wastmeath Enviranmental Group
Assessment of EIS & Waste Licence Application
Propased Camposting Facility, Pass of Kilbride
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Wastmeath Environmental Group
Assessment of €I85 & Waste Licence Application ! !
Proposed Compuasting Facility, Pass of Kllbride

1. Introduction

Minerex Environmental Ltd hag been requested to review some aspects of the EIS and Waste Licence
Application by Thornton's Recycling for a Proposed Composting Facility at Pags of Kitbride. Thig report
deals with Chapters 3 to 11 of the EIS the main emphasis on Chapters 3 {Needs and Alternstives), Chapter
4 (Froject Description), Chapter 10 (Surface Water) and Chapter 11 (Geology and Hydrageoiogy).

2. Needs & Alternatives (Chapter 3)

2.1 Alternative Locations (3.4.3)

The merits of the site at Pass of Kilbride as a suitable lacation for the proposed facility are discussed
however the discussion does not include or indicate whether alternative locations were considered prior to .
the planning application. This is despile the fact that the "Guidelines gn the information o be contained in
Environmental impact Statemants, EPA, 2002” state thal “the presentation and consideration of the various
alternatives by the applicant is an imporntant requrrement of the E!@gpmcesa, In this regard “aliternatives”

refer ta lacations, designs and processes. @Q’

it iz stated in section 3.4.3 that ‘the site was salecte %37@\45.% its rural location, synergies with (ocal paeat
extraction, low density of residential dwellings in t{:\@ K mty excellent screening and its proximity to the
National Road Network®. This section of the gfg@ minues by addressing peat extraction and dweliing
density in the vicinity of the subject site andﬁée%ddresses the latter in generat terms with regard to fungal
spores. Thers is, however, no mention Qﬂake%atwe locations.

1t is atso stated In 3.4.3 that “a cntu:a(@ctor in the location of the site was the fact the general area has a

history of peat extraction and thg) mpost product will replace peat as a growing medium in hodiculture”.

This however is a false proposiilon. The irplication seems (o be that the compost produet would be used

solely in the ‘general area”, but this could not be correct, the praduct would surely be for nation-wide
distribution. This bsing the case, the proposed davelopment would not be critical to the subject site but ‘
could be at any suliable location In the Midlands.

It Is also stated that the sita was purchased “with the intention of applying for plarining permission for a
composting facility situated in the centre of the {otal landhalding”. The "Oo-nothing Alternative” is addressed
in section 3.4.5 and It (s stated that *if the propased facility at Kilbride is not developed, then organic wastes
atising in Westmeath and the surrounding counties, ... will require disposal at other facilities in the area”.
This statement paints directly at the need to look at alternative sites in the region and the only interpretation
that can be taken is that an investigation of other sites has not baan undertaken by the applicant. If it had,
the applicant would surely have submittad information to dermonstrate that the Kilbride site was the best
available site. '

Minerex Environmental Limited MEL Doc. Ref. 1690-049 1
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Assessment of £IS & Waste Licence Application
Proposed Composting Facility, Pass of Kilbride

It is further stated in section 3.4.3 that ‘these (types of) facifities should ideally be located In remote Rreas
where the health risk is limited to the workforce ... “. The initial intention thersfore seems to have been to
locate the facility where it might have the least impact in all respects which includes the distance from the
public road frantage. However, the location of the proposed facility was changed after It was found that the
subsurface conditions near the %entre of the landholding were unfavourable. The jocation that is currently
proposed for development is closer to the road and closer 1o residential dwellings, therafora it must be less
suitable than the initially intended location. Being claser to the public road, it would have a large road

frontage of some 270metres, therefore the proposed facility would not have the ‘excellent screemng that is
claimed in sectlon 3.4.3.

With regard fo site seleclion for developments such as the curent one it Is normal prac:tiée to amploy
geographic information systems (G18) to identify those sites that are most appropriste for particular
developments. This system of analysis takes account of all relevant factors, such as natural features, '
. landuse and infrastructure, and potehﬁal!y sultable sites can be identified or eliminated with reference to
prestribed Criteria.  After assessing all available and potentially suitable sites in & region in this way, a
shortiist of a few sites, that are potentially suitable for the siting of the probosed development, would be
identified. Those shortlisted sites would then be further evaluated n;f%onsrderanon aof all relgvant factors and
after detailed sile investigation. A rafing would then be as&gneﬁ\ o each site for all factors, with weightings
applied whera necessary in recognition of the )mportanc}z\g@each factor. Comparative “scores” wayid then
be obtained to identify a single prefemed site. Tk is the accepled procedure in the selection of
developments such as landfill sites. Unless sug.j%g«@ocedure is undertaken it is not possible to identify the
best potential site with regard to all relevant@@’g :

itis claar that this procedure was not Uﬁ%g&ofﬁ.'n for the current proposal and this absance of a site selsction
procedure effactively means that the &roposed development at the subject site is invalid. There msy be
many sites in counties Longford, Wé\stmeath Qffaly, Laois and North Tipperary that are rmote suitabls than
the subject site with regard to, for example, remoteness from dwellings, groundwater vulnerahility, proximity
to source matedals and praximity to product markets

3. Project Description (Chapter 4)

3.4 Environmental impacts (4.7)

3441 Noise

it is noted that it is admitted that locel residents could experience nuisance from noise generated on site
during construction. No details are provided on the extent or time at which the neise nuisance may e
pravalent, which leads to an incomplete assessment of this impact.

‘ Minerex Environmental Limited MEL Doc. Ref, 1680-048 2
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Assessment of EIS & Wasts Licence Application !
Proposed Compnsting Facility, Pass of Kilbride

31.2 Traffic

It is stated that during canstruction the site would be operated until 20:00hours Monday to Friday and that in
operation the facility would operate until 18:00hours Monday to Friday therefore artificial lighting would be
used after daylight hours in winter months. It is stated that “lighting wili designed to minumise the effect of
light spillage beyond the site boyndaries’ ... For the same reasony the frequency of use of the loval roads
would be increased during those hours of darknass.

3.2 Groundwater & Surface Water Management (4.9)

it is stated in section 4.9 that a proprietary treatment system to treat domestic effluent will be instalied on site
and that it "is hot expected to have a significant impact on groundwatet”. it is ctear from this statement that
the applicant is not giving an assurance that there would not be a sighificant impast on groundwater. This is

unsatisfactory; the applicant must be able to give such assurance if the proposal is to be acceptable in this
regard.

Figure 4.2 shows two "unpaved areas” in the southern part of the facility area but no explanation is given as
to the purpose of these areas. The applicant shauld give an explqg%ﬁon of the purpose of these areas to
confirm that their proposed use will not impact the groundwater, and explain how surface runoff tram
adjacent paved areas will not discharge into tha unpaved&*\%a@if that is the intention,

4. Human Beings (Chapter §) o

R\ ’
it is stated in section 5.2 that there are Q@\@ses within G00m of the site boundary™, but this contradicts the

statement in section 4.2 that the neareg&%ﬂelling is §10m northeast of the proposed site boundary. Figure
5.1 indicates that the lesser figure i fiore accurate.

s

5. Air Quality (Chapter 6)

Dust monitoring was cartied out at four locations on the site that was inilially proposed for development (D1
to D4), these are approximately 1Km west from the currently proposed lfocation. it is stated in section 6.4.3
of the EIS that two additional monitoting locations (D6 and DS) were subseguently used oft the curreatly
proposed location and that results would be included in the waste licence application. 8ivaerosol results for
two unidentified receptors (on-site 1 and on-site 2) are given in Attachment C.1 but no furthier dust resulis
have been reported so the application contains no baseline dust results for the proposed facility location.

it is noted that four dust monitoring locations were deemed necessary whea the initial investigation was
carried out on the site 10 the west of the currently proposed sile but that only two lacations were used
subsequently on the latter site. The applicant shoutd explain why just two monitaring locations were
considered necessary in this case when four had been used on the earlier ste,

Minerex Enviranmentat Limited MEL Doc. Ref. 1690-048 : 3
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Assessment of EI5 & Waste Licence Application
Praposad Composting Facillty, Pass of Kilbride

As in the EIS, the WLA refers to dust monitoring data most of which were oblained c.1Km from the subject
site. ‘

6. Noise (Chapter 8)

H is noted that four noise monitoring locations (N1 to N4) were deemed necessary when the initial
investigation was carried out on the site to the west of the currently propesed site but that only two lotations
(N5 and N6) were used subsequently on the latter site. The applicant should explain why just tvo manitoring
locations were considered necessary in this ¢ase when four had bean used on the earfier site.

In the WLA it is stated that proposed “mitigation measures will ensure the potential noise impact fram the site
will not have a significant impact on local residents” however it is riot possibie to give an essurance on this
matter. The effectiveness of mitigation measures could anly be assessad after the fast.

As in the EIS, the WLA refers to noise monitoring data most of which were abtained ¢.1iKm from tha subject

site. .
&
®é*
7. Traffic (Chapter 9) Q& Q@O
FS

Qo N &&

4.1 Amounts of Waste and Product Q& @\? .

. Q% <

) . O & '
In section 9.4.1 it is stated that the annuatégﬂb@ﬁnt of product would be 50 000tonnes. Given an intake of
80,000tonres a year the applicant 3@?@\& provide figures indicating hiow the net annuai amount of
40,000tonmnas is consumed for reasans\n?% arity.

\0

7.2 Road Widening QOQ&Q
The proposed access to the site (stated in the EIS Section 9.9) requires that the public road between the
Pass of Kilbride and the proposed site entrance should be widened by 1.0 to 1.3meétre, and that the widening,
should occur on one side only. However no congideration seems to have been given to the fact that
Milltownpass Bog, a National Heritage Area protected under the European Habitals Directive (Fef. 1) lies
immeadiately to the northwest of the road and should therefore not be encroached upen. In this regard,
Figure 9.1 in the EIS, showing the access road from the Pass of Kilbride, should wentify the boundary of the
NHA. The area of road widening recommended (section 9,10 in the EIS) shoutd also be hightighted. and any
potential impacts on the NHA be agsessed and ducumented in the EIS.

8. Surface Water (Chapter 10)

Minerex Environmental Limited MEL Doc. Ref. 1690-049 4

EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:19



Westmeath Environmental Group
Assessment of EIS § Waste Licence Application ! '
Proposed Composting Facility, Pass of Kilbride

8.1 Surface Water Flow

~In section 10.2 it is stated that “all relevant caiculations are included in Appendix 10.17, however not 2l
celculations are given, for example, using the rational method reference Is made to peak discharge
estimation for storms of various intensity and duration but caloulations supporting this claim are not
submitted. Also, it is stated that calculations for sedimentation ponds ara included in Appendix 10,1 but
there iz no reference to thase in Appendix 10.1 nor in the text of the EIS. Some parts of Chapter 10 and
Appendix 10.1 lack clarity and it is difficult to follow how decisions were arrived at, for example bow the
figure of 965m” was calculated for excess runoff from a 20-year return period 24hour rainfall gvent. It would
assist an evaluation of the EIS if the way in which the various figures were obtained were transparent

The term Stendard Average Annual Rainfall (SAAR) has been used in formutae to estmate straam fow in
Appendix 10.1 and section 10.6.3, and a value of §41mm has been ysed, stating that the value is “per Mef
Eireann data’. However the methad by which the value was obtained is not given and an enquiry with Met
Eireann has revealed that the tefm SAAR Is not one that is used by Met Eireans, .

£ 20-year return period rainfall evant has been congidered for the soakaway but a §G-year event would Be
more appropriate and more normal to use In such a caloulation. The soakaway has been designed to
accommodate the excess runoff from a 20-year return period 24hqﬁ% rainfail event with on!y a little extra
capacity on the basis thal the slored water would be able to lé?ltrate into underlying natural formations.
However this proposal has baen made without detefmm@m infiltration capability of the formations at the
jocation: tha nearest testing was carried out more czﬁ’DOm from the centre of the proposed soskaway
{percotation area). Therefore the potential peﬁogﬂ%a& of the soakaway and the consequant impact on the
undedying groundwater body is not known, &éJ @Q

An villwater separator has been proposed @%stallauon oh the surface water discharge line but the size and
type of separator has not besn specme@\

S

8.2 Surface Water Monitoring

Monitoring Jocation SW4 is proposed downstream of the two proposed discharge points on the tributary to ‘
the Kinnegad River on the northeastern boundary of the proposed site (Figure 10.1). However a deep
drainage ditch runs between the site and the public road along the southeastern site boundaty (section

10.5.1) and discharges to the tributary of the Kinnegad River downstream from Swd. Therefore, if
contaminarits were to entar this deap ditch, by way of baseflow from the site, it could not be detected. A
ronitoring location should therefore also by proposed in the ditch just upstream from the confluence with the

tibutary to the Kinnegad River.

Given that monitoring location WA is the only one downstream from the proposed facility a baseiine
sample should have been taken on more than one occasion. The quality of the water may vary seasonally,
therefore it would have been prudent to take samples at different times of the year, The data submitted may
be Inadequate to characterise the existing envirpnment adequately.

winerex Envisonmentat Limited ' MEL Doc, Ref. 1680040 ‘ 5
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It i noted from the WLA that no assurance is given that leachate and other elements will not impact on the
surface water environmient, rather that there would be an impact.

8.3 Vulnerability of Salmon Fisheries

Discharge of surface water runoff from the proposed compasting facility is proposed to bie into & straam that
is the source of the Kinnegad River, (as indicated on MAP 1, Hydrometric Network Water Leve! éecovders,
EPA, July 1996). The riak of either sediment loading, leachate, oils or sewsge reaching the Kinnegad River
must be consiqered in the event of fallre of surface water freatment processes. Kinnagad River is a salmon
spawning ground, thershy protected under Annex Il of the Europsan Habitate Dirsctive (Ref 1). A il
assessment of the patential effects of the above listed comtaminants on the fishary should be endertaken and
the applicant should submit proposed mitigation measures. ‘

9. Goology and Hydrogeology (Chapter 11)

&
9.1 Hydrogeology (11.3.4) O,@@‘

CQ
Some of the statutory limits given in Appendix 11.7 are irq{s%jgé?;t_

Attachrment H of the WLA fails fo identify the bu@éi@gakawav for excess surface runoff as an emission
point. In view of the fact that infiltration to gr@éﬁ@‘is proposed in the bunded stocage area, it is suggested
that an additional groundwater monitorlng\ should have been proposed between the bundad area and
the nearby stream. - Q‘Z@Q
\6\0
&

8.2 Aguifer Classification 4hd Vulherability Rating

it is stated that that the gravel stratum under the site forms part of a Locally Important Sand/Grave! Aquifer
(Lg) and that it has an Extreme vulnerébi}ity rating with regard to the possibility of contamination  The results
of site investigations at the site, in the form of trial pilting and borehola drilling, show that the top of the gravel
aquifer is shallower teneath the eastern part of the site. From the limited groundwater leve! data in the EIS it
is concluded that the thickness of unsaturated aquifer in that ares’is !éss than 4.8m and this would make

groundwater at this location particutarty vulnerable,

9.3 Groundwater Protection Response

The groundwater protection response has been assessed without fully identi!ying all the hazards on site that
are [dentified in Chapter 4. Cansequently a response rating has been provided for the wastewatar treatment
system for site employaas but not for the development as a whole. For example, the presence of leachate n
the recycling process is a hazard and that should also be considersd and given a response rating. The

i
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Westmeath Enviranmental Group
Assessment of EIS & Waste Licence Applicatian ! !
Proposed Composting Facility, Pass of Kithride

waste refated activifies of the site are such that a response rating based on the Geological Sutvey of Ireland
“Groundwater Protection Responses for Landfills” is the most applicable, as it is relevant to the potential
leakage of leachats into the groundwater. This would give a rating of R3™ which states:

Not generally acceplable unless it can be shown that;

There is a minimum consistent thickness of 3 metres of low permeabilily subscd present

There will be no significant impact on the groundwater: and

ft is not practicable to find a site in a lower risk area.

These conditions would need to be satisfled before the proposed development could be adeguatsly
assessed.

A groundwater risk assessment of the composting facllity operation should be undertaken whereby ak
hazards are identified, This should include all substances imporied to and exported from the composting

facility, as well as discharges related to sewage treatment for on-site parscnnel. Groundwater rzsponse .
ratings should be determined for each hazard identifiad, '

é\}&
&

. . QO
it is stated in section 11.7 that impacts on the groundwei;g@%@%red;cted from the proposed facility.

8.4 Vulnerability of Underlying Aquifer

O,
it is also stated that the top of the gravel aquifer is @Q?any between 1.2 and 3.0 metres beiow ground leve!
(mbgl) and the site investigation logs in Ap Ng\&as 11.1 & 11.2 show that BHZ is the only site of 9
horehales and 11 triat pits which shows a ,Q\B(%g&r to 3m or greater. This indicates that the protective cover

is typically less than 3m in thickness. <<°;§°
C

High parmeability in the gravel aquiig&é\measured st 777m/d, and lack of any significart drawdown supports
the theory that there is a signiﬂc@? groundwater body beneath the site, which may be more extensive than
indicated by the site investigations. It is typlcal for glacial tills to have lenses of sands and gravels that are
discontinuous but hydrautically connected. This conlinuity can be both vertical and horizontal; 4 of the 9 site .
investigation Déreholes show clay layer below the gravels at between 9.7 and 10.4m below ground level,
therefore the depth of the gravels remains undetermined at five of the nine locations drilled acrass the site.
The status of hydradlic continuity/discontinuity between the gravel aquifer and the bedrack aquifer has not
been datermined in the EIS. Therefore there ls a poteatially significant risk to the underlying overburden and
bedrack aquifers, notwithstanding the use of concrete hard standing. '

Two of the households In the north of the locality have shaliow weils (3.9m and 1.2m deep) from which
domestic supplies are abstracted and the gravel aquifer from which the groundwater is taken may be in
hydraulic continuity with that beneath the site.

The iocation of the proposed facility in the vicinity of a majof fault, as indicated in Figure 11.2 in the EIS, also
contravenes the principles of Best Practicable Environmental Option (BPEQ) as referred to in Chapter 3.4 1

Minarex Environmental Limitad MEL Doc. Ref. 1690-048 H
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of the EIS, Such a fault and associated fractures é!ong the shear zone in the bedrock 13 potentially an area
of highar badrock permgability and may constitute a higher risk area.

The wider extent of the gravel aquifer beneath the site should be considered and possibly Investngated using .

geophysics and/or local well audits and associated drill records g0 that the risk to all gmundwater sers can
be assessad.

9.5 Vulnerahility of Local Weils

A site-specific well audit is not reported in the EIS and it is stated In section 11.4 that there may be domestic
abstraction wells approximately 510m from the site, implying that such an audit was not undertaken  HNine
houses are within 1km of the site, on the northeast side, and are all on privete wells according to
commwunication from the locals. Four of these houses are within 850m of the site boundary. In view 6f the
fact that the proposed development is located on @ highly permeable locally important sand/gravel aquifer
that is extramely vulnerable to contamination these groundwater supplies are potentially at risk.  Although
there is a stream between the site and the houses to the northeast of the site. which may act as & boundary
to groundwater flow, the status, depth and water-bearing formaté,c% of each of the local wells should be
determined as a matter of course. Thers is 2lso a pc@n&@?fer sontaminants o enter the aquifer via
discharges to the stream. . 095’ \o\

Summarising the data above, there is insufficient mb?@‘&bve cover over the underlying groundwater bodies at
the site at the Pass of Kibride and accm;g%goeto the guidelines of the Geological Survey of ireland
{“Groundwatar Profection Schemes, Geolq@%ﬁu'vey of frefand, 1928”) the site is not generally acceptable

uniess the risk (& groundwater relatedgg@ptors can he proven 10 ba the lowest possible for this type of
development. $

&

s

10. Contingency Arrangements

Section 11 of the WLA (Contingency Arrangements) fails to give information on steft training and does not
give copies of the relevant recording forms for the different procedures. ‘

11. References

1. S No, 84/1897: European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997

Minerex Environmental Limited MEL Doc. Ref. 1690-049
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Proposed Composting Facility £
Pass of Kilbride

Key Observations

1.0 Choice of Site Location

1.1 The selection of a sit¢ for composting which by its nature has an impact upon the

environs of the Pass of Kilbride has to be based upon sound technical and engineering
criteria.

1.2 It is considered that more appropriate sites have not been considered and that there are
fundamental reasons why this development should not receive planning permission in its
current form. These are listed under several headings and are not in any order of priority

M/L-/\_/L/\_/,/L_, .
2.0 Access and Roadway '

2.1 Access to the proposed site is along the old bog road, which runs from the Pass of
Kilbride to Correlstown. &

2.2 The bog road as can be seen from observation was not c&?’cmcted to carry heavy goods
vehicles and the road will ultimately deteriorate an &ieztﬁ\'matlon will fail.
This will create a hazard to those inhabitants oﬁgﬁ%g\%rea who commute to Miltown Pass
and the surrounding areas. «Q S

. $ '\

2.3 The bog road which is derestricted is 15%@60 narrow for the use of regular heavy goods
vehicles which will travel to and froug g:e site via the N6 and the road is unsuitable and
the potential for accidents would B@gf;\a ly increased.

24 The developer proposes to us \t?us access and during winter months this area of open
land is subject to black i %:he proposed increase in heavy goods traffic in winter
conditions would not be a ceptable from a health and safety case risk analysis for the
change in use of this road. .

2.5 There are no street lights on this road and during periods of darkness and in winter months,
with the possibility of icing, the use of this road by a continuous stream of refuse vehicles
interfaced with cars taking children to school would create an unnacceptable the risk of

* accidents to local residents and could not be supported by a road safety case.

3.0 Change of Land Use (Agricultural to Industrial)
3.1 The proposed site falls within a rural area having protected bog lands and subject Heritage

Guidelines. It is not considered that this proposed industrial unit meets the Planning Cntena
for this area.
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Contamination of Water Courses and Aquifer

The location of this proposed composting plant will have a severe and adverse affect on
the surrounding protected bog lands and watercourses due to the inevitable pollution that
will be created by Leachate and liquours that will be produced by this plant

The aquifer is acknowledged to be highly vulnerable and it is incontestable that pollution
of the aquifer and water bearing superficial deposits will occur as a consequence of
pollution from the plant. The result of such pollution will irreparably contaminate local
wells and the aquifer rendering them unusable for inhabitants and farm use.

The Environmenf » '
There is concern that the leachate and emissions from the Plant will have a long term

adverse effect upon the protected bog lands, flora and fauna. Certainly it will affect a.
change on the equilibrium of these wet lands.

Where will the Leachate be transported to and how will it be pfocessed.?

Vermin \(’9

The potential for a rapid increase in the rat population og\fﬁe area where there w1ll be an
abundance of food and water should not be \gn%e‘rcstnnated Rats are becoming
increasingly resistant to poisons and will be difﬁ 4 control.

The laying down of poisons and the potenti @T\ ;@enter the food chain of those animals that

_ inhabit the bog will have a changing effgp? upon the ecology of the area.

NS
- <<® A'\\Q)
Health of the Community QOQ
The health of workers and the ldeal community within a prescribed area would require to
be monitored with regard tgcﬁlfiffects of pollution particularly those chemicals that are
carcinogenic. C
Safeguards

What safeguards are proposed by the developer in the event of this venture being
unsuccessful and abandoned in the future? Is the developer willing to enter into a

.guarantee bond for pollution and the decommissioning of the plant and its return to its

original status should this venture be unsuccessful
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APPENDIX C.

The road proposed for access
to the site for proposed
Composting Facility

by Thornton’s Recycling Centre Ltd.

Pass of Kilbride
Milltownpass
County Westmeath

A
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Clatemont
. " Mullingar
o County Westmeath
- Environmental Protection Agency
Johnstown Castle Estate '
County Wexford 10" December 2004
Dear Sir/Madam

I wish to object to the application for a Waste Licence by Thorntons Recycling Centre
Lid. It is my submission that this licence should not be granted.

Since my property, at above address, adjoins the Enniscoffey farm for approxifnat_ely
one mile I have grave concerns over the issue for the following reasons:-

1. The Water Supply for my property comes from a well situated in the Enniscoffey
land and flows right through this farm. It has never failed in the past 150 years,
and should this supply fail, or become contaminated it would cause very serious
problems. It would actually mean that this farm wouldsfave to be completely
piped with water from an already overloaded supﬁgﬁ\"rom Gaybrook tower. Also
the existing drinking facilities would need tobefenced off, new drinking troughs
fitted and this work done, and ready to svgztc %n, if a failure occurred. Thorntons
state that the only water they require is ffom a well on their property, there is only
one spring well, to my knowledge, Qﬁ%h‘eu property, the one supplying water
here. The expense of this work vggﬁ e huge plus water rates for the foreseeable

- future. I also note from readi \2\5\5 Previous Planning Decisions 6 June, 2003,
Number 7 that open window (‘Oéﬁlposting was applied for in an existing cattle

shed. No Statement of an}éé@fety precautions regarding spores fumes, or smell

was mentioned. RS
<

2. Green Waste Facility has to produce a vast amount of spores (aspergillus) which

are distributed by wind and air currents distance variable. These spores ate very
unhealthy and are endemic with compost manufacturing. As [ have a Stud Farm
here, 1 probably would have to close the Stud Farm as my bloodstock would be

badly effected. See Veterinary Report from a leading Equine veterinary Surgeon
enclosed.

3. Part of this farm is designated by Ducas (N.H.A.) and all of it is in R.E.P.S. for the
past seven years so therefore the noise, fumes, smells, spores, dust would be
contrary to the objectives of R.E.P.S. and N.-H.A.

4. As is well known only property near a facility of the kind applied for by
Thorntons, is hugely devalued and as there are 380 acres plus yard and residence
in Claremont, you can only imagine the immense devaluation loss here for me.
This is probably why Thorntons have avoided making any contact with me to date
either in person, by phone or letter in contrast to their Statement in their 2™ July
Newsletter, re “Thorntons Recycling” intends to be a good neighbour within the

. Community.
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5. Their Statement about “Tree Screening” around the proposed site at Pass of
Kilbride, Milltownpass (to give it the correct address) is just fantasy, one
cannot see the “screening” trees in the grass surrounding the site.

6. One only has to read of the past behaviour of Thorntons, well documented in
the press, to see the type of firm we are opposing. In the Irish Independent of o
August re Thorntons Dunboyne Plant, Mr. Conor Walsh brazenly stated “We had
always intended operating a bigger facility” so one must have grave misgivings
about the real intentions regarding Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, and
Enniscoffey, Gaybrook.

Yours sincerely,

(%), °

&
\{\é
S
Sy
FRS
, Qo,@b
NS
'\OQQé‘\
S
s
S
SN
\"OQ
\0
&
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M O’ DONOGHUE MVB MRCVS

2 Hillview, Ballinderry, Mullingar,‘Co Westmeath

Tel: 044 48142 Fax: 044 84296

To Whom It May Concern:

. Dear Mr Ronaldson,

I would like to make the following observations about the
Kilbride Compost Manufacturing facility.
&
1. As with any composting process sq@é dust will be
produced ( page 2 of newslett§r§§hly 2604y .
2. This dust will contain some ergillus spores.
3. Aspergillus spores are a~@§i§§§ecognlsed cause of
Equine Respiratory Disea@q?
4. You are a direct nelggb ring farm to this proposed
facility. $\Q

5. The level of rlst9%§your bloodstock would depend on
- factors such as: é§
{a) The amougﬁ of dust / spores procduced.
(b) Prevailfng wind conditions.
{(c}) Age of bloodstock — younger horses are more at
risk.

" (d) Distance from facility - you are a direct
neighbour.

In conclusion it is impossible to say tha% this facility
will not pose a risk toc your bloodstock. In my opinion

significant dangers to your bloodstock breeding business
are involved.

Yours sincerely

: L aONO
}7 \/@A/j &y@%@bf\{’/ C\,\p&—\*o.oﬂrc'v‘s'

————————————————————— WO VB Mieh®
Michael O’ Donoghue MG B MRCVS. M N\ULE el
Date 29.07.04 0. WE°
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Militownpass Residents and Environmental Groupw |
C/o Hightown, Coralstown, Kinnegad, County Westmeath

-

The Secretary,

Environmental Protection Agency,

Johnstown Castle Estate,

County Wexford. 5™ December 2004

Re: Waste Licence Application by Thornton’s Recycling Centre Ltd
for a Composting Facility at Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass,
County Westmeath.

&

Dear Sir/Madam, &

I enclose our observations/submissions on the a \\éa#\ion by Thornton’s Recycling

Centre Ltd for a Waste Licence for the propg\ \}\@bmposting Facility.

&

Our main document entitled Subnﬁssiox&s@ﬁ\servations to the E.P.A. is our response

to the application. Supporting docum@%&fappendices) are enclosed.

<&, &

We have studied the Waste Llcem@‘%pphcatlon and, with the documents we provide,

we ask you to refuse this Llcenw If you decide to hold an oral hearing, we request

that we be heard at that hean@%

Yours sincerely

@tu\m &\) wxw\ew\

%&ckesn,& also '
&b\ews&\em \n-'\x V?Q,./aw\,w A AA Ay ) C\\,o.,w (M’aﬂ-?n .
Wegtweath Gaviroamenkal Groagp:

b&\ Lecd Rovaldoad,
Wa\a/\eawuﬂ SM Focw .,

1

EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:20



Submissions/Observations to the E.P.A.
December 2004

Milltownpass Residents and Environmental Group,
C/o Richard Murphy, Hightown, Coralstown, Kinnegad,
County Westmeath.

The Secretary,

EPA.,

Johnstown Castle Estate,
County Wexford.

SUBJECT: Submissions/Observations in opposition to the granting of a Waste
Licence to Thorntons’s Recycling Centre Ltd for a Composting Facility at Pass of
Kilbride, Milltownpass, County Westmeath. &

N

&
These are made on behalf of, and by the Mllltownpass sidents and Environmental
Group, a local body with an elected committee %ﬂﬁ wide public support from

local residents. Q

Qo\
Supporting documentation is attached indpendices A to C, which are referred to in
the main text. We further point out tl{g? ing permission has been refused by
Westmeath County Council on thrq@ unds.
S\
1. “The proposed developmer@vﬂl involve importation of organic waste from

outside the Midland Region and thereby contrary to Midlands Waste Management
Plan”.

2. “The existing road network serving the site, being bog rampart for some part, is
substandard and it is the policy of the Development Plan (5.3.9.) to restrict
permitted development to housing development for a strictly limited number of
family members, where access to alternative public roads is not available, The
proposed development being industrial in nature would not come within the
foregoing policy objective and is not considered to be in accordance with the
proper planning and sustainable development of the area”.

3. “Notwithstanding existing concerns regarding environmental impact, including
impact to the ground waters, ecology and habitats of the area, including the
adjacent designated N.H.A., Milltownpass Bog, that the information submitted has
not adequately addressed, the proposed development is considered contrary to
the policies and objectives of the Westmeath County Development Plan 2002
which discourages major industrial projects in the country side, policy reference
5.3.8.5. refers.”

7
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We totally support the County Council in its decision to refuse Planning Permission
on the above grounds and wish them to be mentioned in these
submissions/observations against the granting of a Waste Licence.

We further submit that the E.IS. submitted by Thornton’s Recycling Centre Ltd in
support of their application is both flawed and incomplete as is shown in our
Appendix A. We contend that the E.LS. does not unequivocally show that the
proposed development:

(a) Will not cause injury to the health and well-being of persons
living in the area.

(b) Will not cause the pollution of air, surface water, water courses,
or groundwater, with injurious consequences for humans, for
flora and fauna, and for the farming community in the area.
APPENDIX A,

(c) Will not generate an increase in vermin — with the added effect
that pesticide control will have on local fauna.

&
0
(d) Will not damage the wells of the households in th&'\}area
APPENDIX A. S
oy

(e) Will not, by watering to control dust, gi%s’ia result of flooding,
damage the water courses during c@gtructlon and by daily traffic.

(f) Will not endanger the under]adn %quer classified as LG/E —a
locally important sand/ grave{éﬁulfer when the ground water is
extremely vulnerable to c@gﬁfannnatmn
APPENDIX A. o

(g) Will not endanger the bordering stream which is an important feeder
stream for the Kinnegad River, and is part of the salmonid spawning
area of that river.

APPENDIX A,

(b) Will not guarantee to a sufficient degree that the process will contain
all odours.

(i) Will not guarantee that the screen of trees will be adequate to prevent
noise pollution in the near future.

It is stated that “all material will be delivered to the facility in sealed containers” and
that traffic will be directed to move to and from the site via the N.6. turn-off.
However, no licensing regime is indicated to regulate these collectors/transporters.
There would be no redress should these vehicles cause pollution by spillage around
the proposed site. There is also no guarantee that the carriers under commercial and
time pressures, will confine themselves to the route indicated.

2
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There is insufficient evidence that the provision for run-off water from the concreted
base area will provide adequate protection for local water courses. The same is true
for leachate. APPENDIX A.

The amount of bio-aerosols created, and their effects, are questionable. In addition, in
the absence of Irish guidelines on the siting of composting facilities, the E.LS.
depends on those published by the Environment Agency for England and Wales.
These do not take into account Ireland’s greater exposure to Atlantic wind and
weather.

The proposals in the E.LS. and elsewhere for the development of the Killucan road
are purely aspirational. The existing road is totally inadequate for the traffic proposed.
APPENDIX B. and APPENDIX C.

The site of the proposed facility is adjacent to an area designated as a National
Heritage Area. This is a site of considerable conservation significance and is very
vulnerable to any disturbance.

The characteristics of the proposed site, even allowing for the mitigation measures
proposed by the applicant company, indicate that the proposed facility poses a serious
environmental, health, and social risk to the local remdengo ocal village and the
surrounding rural communities.

\\\ “\\
On surface water, the E.LS, indicates that “wag@?&‘hahty sampling and analysis both
on and off site and an assessment of on-sneqs‘%ehms and ditches to determine water

levels and flows” was carried out. The siven indicate that this was carried out on
two dates (given) which were during @&% iest period that local residents can recall
for the last twenty years. S \\«\q

OO

The section on Flora and Faun: tes that “The site is not under any designation as
per the E.U. Natural Habitats Regulations 1997 (S.1.No 94 of 1997). Nor is the site
registered for containing any species under the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000”.
While both statements are true, as things stand, they fail to reveal that the site is a
hunting ground for the Barn Owl and the Pine Marten (both most likely based in the
Milltownpass Bog N.H.A. immediately adjacent). This is vouched for by the local
Wildlife Ranger and the local residents. The site itself is a well-known breeding
ground for frogs. As all who use the road regularly know, the frogs can be almost a
hazard on the road during the spawning season.

With regard to the Waste Licence Application by Thornton’s Recycling Centre Litd,
may we point to Attachments E5 and to Attachment H.? Under the heading “water” in
E.5. there is a reference to calculations in Chap.10 and Appendix 10.1 of the E.L 8.
We would enquire as to the validity of these calculations as there is no current model
to give them credence. The same is true for the claim made in Attachment H.
(Emission points).

In Attachment J. Environmental Monitoring, we note that the section J.1. [Dust,
PM10 and Bioaerosol] names no specific authority and no independent monitor.
In J.3. [Groundwater] we feel that the monitoring offered is crude and not frequent
enough. In J.4. [Air] the monitoring, apart from “odour and condition and depth of

4
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biofilter”, is to be bi-annual. This is not sufficient. In J.9, {Surface water] this crucial
area is left to the site Environmental Manager. There is no mention of independent
monitoring and there is no mention of crucial downstream monitoring,

It is our submission and observation that the Waste Licence Application by
Thornton’s Recycling Centre Ltd. is flawed and inadequate, as is the E.IS. which
supports it and that the application should be refused.

In support of our position we enclose —

APPENDIX A. — an assessment by Minerex Environmental Ltd., Taney Hall,
Eglinton Terrace, Dundrum, Dublin 14.

APPENDIX B. — a summary of key observations by Graham Walmsley, Civil
Engineer, Thomastown, Killucan, County Westmeath.

APPENDIX C. — a series of photographs which show the state of the road proposed as
access to the site.

We contend that application made to you by Thornton’s Recycling Centre Ltd. and
the E.LS. put forward in support of this application must be regarded as seriously in
question arising out of these appendices which point to ﬂ%W%@ within the application as

well as the need for further investigation. &
SES
&
<O
§ &
S&
N
&
&0
Signed: 0 A

«
Richard G. Murphy @5\0
Westmeath Environiiental Group

For and on behalf of:

Milltownpass Residents and Environmental Group,
Hightown,

Coralstown,

Kinnegad,

County Westmeath

Date: TV 04

<

EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:20



1D/ LLAY 137 £ MLNERES BV LD 2 B6ararsid ) MU . &L F.lat-4
¢ .

AT PASS OF KILBRIDE, MILLTOWNPASS, CO.
WESTMEATH
MEL Report Ref. 1680-048.dog
. Date: 18/41/04
(g,.
‘(\é\o
&
Confidential Report To: O@LQ@
\O
Westmeath Environmental Groug\@:&\\'\@
Hightown S’
Coralstown . ®&i§
Mullingar S
Co. Westmeath S
@,\\O
&
Report submitted by ¢ ' | issued by :
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Aratand -
TR R w0 rssdnaeiieny S

ks TGS AN
Email: minerex@iol.ie

EurBeol Cecil Bhine M.S¢. PGeo
Project Director
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‘ Westmeath Envirsnmental Group
Assessment of EIS & Waste Licence Application
Proposed Composting Facility, Pass of Kilbride
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: Wastmeath Environmental Group
Assessrment of EIS & Waste Licence Appilication
Proposed Composting Facility, Pass of Kilbride

1. Introduction

Minerex Envirpnmental Lid has been requested to review some aspects of the EIS and Waste Licence
Application by Thornton’s Recycling for a Froposed Gomposting Facility at Pass of Kitbride.  This repon
deais with Chapters 3 to 11 of the EIS the main emphasis on Chapters 3 {Neads and Alternatives), Chapter
4 (Project Description), Chapter 10 (Surface Water) and Chapter 11 (Geology and Hydregesiogy).

2. Needs & Alternatives (Chapter 3)

2.1 Alternative Locations (3.4.3)

The merits of the site at Pass of Kilbride as a suitable location for the proposed facility are discussed
however the discussion does not include or indicate whather alternative (ocations were congidered prior to
the planning application. This is despite the fact that the "Guidefines on the information (o be containad in
Environmental Impact Statemants, EPA, 2002" state that "the prasentation and consideration of the various
alternatives by the applicant is an important reguirement of the(\gjﬁ.&pmcess. In this regard “alternatives”
refer {0 lncations, designs and processes. & @0&

It is stated in sg::tian 3.4.3 that "the site was selec@&izguoé to its rural location, synergies with ocal peat
extraction, low density of residential dweliings @Q&f@&?'icinity, excellent screening and its proximity to the
National Road MNetwork”. This section of t?})g?é;g@ continues by addressing peat extraction and dwelling
density in the vicinity of the subject site %\nﬁhn addresses the latter in general terms with regard to fungsl

QO
spores, There is, howaver, no mention ggd’?ematwe locations.
'Y

It is also stated in 3.4.3 that “a t:ritisﬁ Ofastor in the logation of the site was ihe Tact the general area has a
history of peat extraclion and th@ogompost praduct will replace peal as & growing mediutm in horticulture”.
This however is a false proposition. The implication seems to be that the compost product would be used
solely in the ‘general ar@a’, but this could not be correct, the product would surely be for nation-wide
distribution. This being the case, the proposed development would not be critical to the subject site but
aould be at any sultabiz location in the Midiands,

It is also stated that the site was purchased “with the intention of applying for planning permigsion for a
compuosting facility situated in the centre of the total landholding”. The "Do-nothing Alternative” is addressed
in section 3.4.5 and it is stated that “if the proposed facifity ot Kilbride is not developed, then organic wastes
arising in Westmeath and the surrounding counties, ... will require disposal at other facilities in the area”.
This statement paints directly at the need to look at alternative sites in fhe region and the only inlerpretation
that can be teken is that an investigation of other sites has not baen undertaken by the applicant. If it had,
the applicant would suraly have submitted information to demonstrate that the Kilbride sile was the best
available kite. ‘

Minerex Environmental Limited MEL Dac. Ref. 16_9(}~U49 ‘ 1
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It is further stated in section 3.4.3 that “these (types of) facilities should ideally be locaied in remote areas
where the health risk s limited to the woddorce ... . The initial intenition thersfore seems to have been in
locate the facility where it might have the least Impact in all respecté which ngludes the cﬁstancé from the
public road frontage. However, the location of the proposed facility was changed after it was found thai the
supsurface conditions near the cantre of the landholding were unfavourable. The location that is currently
proposed for development is closer fo the road and closer to residential dwellings, therafore it most be less
suitable than the initially intended location, Being closer to the public road, it would have a (arge road
frontage of some 270metres, therefore the proposed facility would not have the "excellent screening” that is
claimed in section 3.4.3. '

With regard to site selection for developments such as the current one it is normal pmcﬁb@. e emplay
geographic information systems (GI5) to identify lhose sites that are most appropriate for particular
developments. This system of analysis takes aécount of all relavant factors, such as natural features,
fanduse and infrastructure, and potentially suitable sites can be identified or eliminated with referance o
presoribed criteria.  After assessing all available and potentiplly suitable sites in @ region in this way, a
shortlist of a few sites, thal are polentially suitable for the siting of the propesed development, would be
identified. Those shortlisted sites would ther be further evaluated b%ogpnsideratian of all relavant factors and
after detailed site investigation. A rafing would then be assigneo%@: each gite for all factors, with weightings
applied where necessary in recognition of the importanzg@f(géch factor. Cornparative “scores” wouid then
be oblained to identify a single preferad sile. g}?@‘ﬁ% the accepted procedure in the selection of
devalopments such as landfill sites. Unless such@*@f&%’edw‘e is undertaken it is not possibie to idantify the
best potential site with regard to all relevant faggni}é '
$)

it is clear that this procedure was not uz@ﬁ?&n for the current propesal and this absence of a site selection
procedure effectively means thal the g{dﬁ%sed development at the subject site is invalid. There may be
many sites in counties Lonaford, W@meath_, Offaly, Laois and North Tipperary that are mate suitable than
the subject site with regard fo, fo@%f\xample, remoteness from dwellings, groundwater vilnerability, proximity
to souree materials and proximity to product markets.,

3. Project Description {Chapter 4)

3.1 Environmental impacts {4.7)

3114 Noise

It is roted that it is admitied that local residents could experience nuisance from noise generated on site
during construction. No dstails are provided on the extent or time at which the noise nuisance may be
prevelent, which leads to an incomplete assessrment of this impact.

Minerex Environmental Limited MEL Doc. Ref 1680-045 2
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A1.2 Vrwaffic

It iz stated that during construction the site would be operated untit 20:00hours Monday to Friday ane that in
aperation the facility would operate until 18:00hours Monday to Friday therefore artificial lighting would be
used after daylight hours in winter months, It is stated that “lighting will designed to mintmise the effect of
light spillage beyond the site boundaries® ... For the same reason, the frequency of use of the: local roads
wauld be increased durng those hours of darkness.

3.2 Groundwater & Surface Water Management (4.8)

It is stated in section 4.9 that 2 proprietary treatment éystem to treat domestic effiuent will be instalied an site
and that it "is hot expected to have a significant impact on groundwater”. it i cear from this statement that
the applicant is not giving an assurance that there would not be 3 significant impact on graundwater, This is
unsatisfactory; the applicant must be able to give such assurance if the proposat is to be acceptable m this
regard,

Figure 4.2 shows two "unpaved areas" in the southern part of the fa@hty area but no explanation is given as
to the purpose of these areas. The applicant shauld give an egéanahon of the purpose of these areas o
confirm that thelr proposed use will not impact the g;@\n&ihater. and explain how surface runoff from

adiacent paved areas will not discharge into the unpavg‘d egv%as if that is the intention,
\\Q S
QQ &
\0
P
4. Human Beings (Chapter 5) .@%\x
R .
it is staied in section 6.2 that thera arg "@thuses within 600m of the site boundary”, but this contradicts the
statement in saction 4.2 that the ne;ghst dwelling is 510m northeast of the proposed site boundary, Figure

5.1 indicates that the lesser figures more accurate,

5. Air Quality (Chapter &)

Dust monitoring was carried out at four locations on the site that was initially propesed for development (D1
to D4), these are approximately 1Km west from the cureently proposed location. s stated in section 6.4.3
of the EIS that two additiona)l monitoring locations (D6 and D6) wére subsequently used on the currently
propased Jucation and that results wauld be included in the waste licence application. 8ipaerosol results for
two unidentified receptors (on-site 1 and on-site 2) are given in Attachment C.1 but no further dust resulis
have been reported so the application contains no baseline dust results for the propased facility location.

It is noted that four dusl monitaring locations were deemed necessary whan the initial investigation was
cartied out on tha site to the weat of the currertly proposed site but that pnly two locations were used
subsaguently on the latter site. The applicant should explaitt why just two monitoring locations were
considered necessary in this case when four had been used on the earlier site,

Minerex Enviranmental Limited MEL Doc. Ref. 1690-049 ’ 3
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As in the EIB, the WLA refers to dust monitoring data most of which were obtained . 1Km from the subject
gite.

6. Moise (Chapter 8)

B is noted that four noise monitoring locations (N1 to M4) were deemed necessary when the initial
investigation was carried out on the site to the west of the currently proposed site but that only two locations
(N5 and N6} were used subsequently on the latter site. The applicant should axplain why just two manitoring
locations were considered necessary in this ¢ase when four had baen used on the earlier site

In the WLA it i5 stated that proposed “mitigation measures will ensure the potential noise impact fram the site
will not have a significant impact on local residents” however it is not possible to give an assurance on this
mattar. The effectiveness of mitigation measures could only be assessed after the fant.

As in the EIB, the WLA refers to noise monitoring data most of which were obtained ¢ 1Km from the subject

site.
N4
\(\é
o
7. Traffic (Chapter 9) & S
£S
4 Qo ., \@
7.1 Ameunts of Waste and Product ) ég}}
‘{\Q \

in section 3.4.1 it is stated that the annual gﬂr\@éﬁt of product would be 50 J00ionnes. Given an intake of
80,000tonnes a yesr the applicant s!@m\db) provide figures indicating mhow the rat annugl amount of
40,000tonnes is consumed for reasons uﬁ?amy

\.
7.2 Road Widening Oééé\\
The proposed access (o the site (slated in the EIS Section 8.9) requires that the public road befween the
Pass of Kilbride and the proposed site entrance should be widenad by 1.0 10 1.3metre, and that the widening
should coccur on one side only. Howsever no considaration seems 1o have been given to the fact that
Milltownpass Bug, a National Heritage Area protected under the Europgan Habitats Directive (Ref. 1) liss
immediately to the norttwest of the road and should thersfore not be encroached upon.  In this regard,
Figure 8.1 in the EIS, showing the access road from the Pass of Kilbride, should dentify the boundary of the
NHA. The area of road widening recommended (section .10 in the EIS) should also be highlighted. and any
potential impacts on the NHA be assessed and documented in the EIS.

8. Surface Water (Chapter 10)

Minerex Environmental Limited MEL Doc. Ref. 1680-048 4
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8.1 Surface Water Flow

~In section 10.2 it is stated that "all relevant caiculations are included in Appendix 10.17, however not ai
calculations are given, for example, using the rational method reference is made to peak discharge
estimation for storms of various intensity and duration but caloulations supporting this claim are not
submitted.  Algo, it is stated that calculations for sedimentation ponds are included in Appendix 10.1 but
there is no reference to these in Appendix 10.1 nor in the texi of the EiS. Some parts of Chapter 10 and
Appendix 10.1 lack clarity and it is difficut to follow how decisions were arrived at, for example how the
figure of 955m® was calculated for excess runoff from a 20-year ratum period 24hour rainfall event, It would
assist an evaluation of the E18 if the way in which the various figures were obtained were transparent.

The term Standard Average Annual Rainfall (SAAR) has been used in formulae fo extimate stream fow in
Appendix 10.1 and section 10.6.3, and a value of 841mm has been used, stating that the value i5 *per Met
Eireann data’. However the method by which the value was obtained is not glven and an enquity with Met
Eireann has revealed that the term SAAR Is not one that is used by Met Eiraann.

A 20-year refurn pericd rainfall event has been considered for the soakaway but a8 5iyear event would be
more appropriate and more poraial to use in such a caloulation, \G}he soakaway has been dasigned to
accommodate the excess funoff from a 20-year return period g\gbb’ur rainfail event with only a litle extra
capacity on the basis that the slored water would be agg %ﬁ\?ﬂﬁltrate into underlying natural farmations.
However this proposal has been made withoud detergltp« & infiltration capability of the formations at the
jozation: tha nearest testing was carried out morg&%@ 100m from the centra of the proposed soskaway
{parontation arer). Therefore the potential pegéﬁgsﬁce of the soakaway and the conseguent impact on the
underdying groundwater body is not known,\.\\«?%\xo

An villwater separator has been proposszo@; installation on the surface water discharge ling but the size and

type of separator has not bean speci;%@&
§
o

8.2 Surface Water Monitoring

Monitoring location 8W4 is proposed downstream of the two proposed discharge points on the tributary to
the Kinnegad River on the northeastern boundary of the proposed site (Figure 10.1). However a deep
drainage ditch runs between the site and the public road along the southeastern site boundary (section
10.5.1) and discharges to the tributary of the Kinnegad Rivér downstream from Sw4, Therefere,'if
contaminants were {0 enter this deap ditch, by way of basefiow from the site, it could not be detecied. A
monitoring location should therefore also by proposed in the ditch just upstream from the confluence with the
tributary to the Kinnagad River.

Given that monitoring location 3W4A is the only one downstream from the proposed facility @ baseiine
sample should have been taken on more than one occasion. The quality of the water may vary seasonally,
thergfore it would have been prudent to take samples at differant times of the year. The data submitted may
be Inadequate to characterise the existing environment adequately.

i
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i is noted from the WLA that no assurance is given that lgachate and other elements will not impact on the
gurface water enviranmeant, rather that there would be an impact.

8.3 Vulnerability of Salmon Fizheries

Discharge of surface water runoff from the proposed composting facility is proposad 1o be into a stream that
is the source of the Kinnegad River, (as indicated on MAP 1, Hydrometﬁc Network Water Level éeco:ders,
ERA, July 1995). The risk of either sediment loading, leachate, vils or sewage reaching the Kinnegad River
must be consldered in the event of failure of surface water treatment pracesses. Kinnegad River is a saimon
spawning ground, thereby protected under Annex Ul of the European Habitats Oirsctive (Ref 1). A @l
assessment of the potential effects of the above listed contaminants on the fishery shouid be vadertaken and
the applicant should submit proposed mitigation measures.

8. Qeology and Mydrogeolegy (Chapter 11)

9.1 Hydrogeology (11.3.4) &0
§
Some of the statutory limits given in Appendix 11.7 a %&;%erect

Attachmant H of the WLA fails io identify the b@%&soakaway for excess surface runcHf as an emission
point. In view of tha fact that infiltration to @%@ is proposed in the bunded storage area, it is suggested
that an additional groundwater momtoﬂngﬁ?%@o should have besn proposed botween the tunded araa and
the nearby stream. on*\
RS
oiéé\\
9.2 Aguifer Classification and vmnembimy Rating

. it is stated that thal the gravel straturq under the site forms part of a Locally important Sand/Gravet Aquifer
(Lg) and that it has an Extreme vulnerability rating with regard to the possibility of contamination  The results
of site investigations at the site, in the form of trial pitting and borehole drilling, show that the top of the graved
aquifer is shallower benaath the eastemn part of the site. From the limited groundwater level datainthe EIS it
is concluded that the thickness of unsaturated aquifer in that area’ls less than 1.8m and this would make
groundwater at this location particularly vulnerable. "

8.3 Groundwater Protection Response

The groundwater protection response has besn assessed without fully identifying all the hazards on site that
are identified in Chapter 4. Consequently o response rating has been provided for the wastewater treatment
system for site employess but not for the developrent as a whole, For example, the presence of feachate n
the recyoling process is @ hazard and that should also be considered and given a response rating. The

Minerex Environimental Limitedl MEL Do, Ref. 1‘690-049 &
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waste related activities of the site are such that a response rating based on the Geslogicat Survey of Irsland
“Groundwater Protection Responses for Landfills” is the most applicable, as it is relevant to the potentisl
leakage of leachats into the groundwater. This would give a rating of R3™ which states;

Not generally acceptable uniess it can be shown that:

Thero is a minimum consistent thickness of 3 meltres of low permeabiiity subscil present;

There will ba no sighificant impact on the groundwater; and

¥ is not practicable o find a site in 2 lower risk area.

These conditions would need to be satisfied before the proposed development could be adequatsly
assessed.

A groundwater risk assessmant of the composting facllity bperation should be undertaken whereby ak
hazards are identified, This should include all substances imported tc and exported from the composting
facility, 25 well as discharges rolated to sewage treatment for on-sile parsonnel  Groundwater rasponse
ratings should be daterminad for each hazard identified., '

9.4 Vulnerzbility of Underlying Aguifer

it is stated in section 11.7 that impacts on the groumi\ re predicted trom the proposed facility.

O
. o .
It is also stated that the top of the gravel aqusfe\(d%ogénerauy petwaen 1.2 and 3.0 metres beiow ground leves
(mbgl} and the site investigation logs in @@i@ﬁdlce& 11.1 & 11.2 show that BH2 iz the only site of 8
\Y,
horsholes and 11 trigl pits which shows@*g&:oéver to 3m or greater.  This indicates that the orotective cover

is typically less than 3m in thicknzss. y\é\c’o

High permeability in the graval ag)&ﬁi‘er, measured at T77mid, and lack of ‘any significant drawdown supports
the theory that there is a significant groundwater body bangath the site, which may be more extepsive than
indicated by the site Investigations. it is typlcal for glacial tills to have lenses of sands and gravels that are
discontinuous but hydrautically connected. This continuity can be both vertical and horizontal, 4 of the 9 site
investigation mﬁreholes show clay Iayer below the gravels st between 9.7 and 10.4m below graund level,
therefore the depth of the gravels remains undetermined at five of the ning locations dritled across the site.
The status of hydraulic continuity/discontinulty between the gravel aquifer and the bedrock aquifer has rot
been determined in the EIS. Therefore there is a potentially significant risk to the underlying overburden and
bedrock aquifers, notwithstanding the use of concrete hard standing. '

Two of the households In the north of the locality have shallow wells (3.9m and 1.2m deep) from which
domestic supplies are abstracted and the gravel aquifer from which the groundwater is taken may be in

hydrauiic continuity with that beneath the site,

The location of the proposed facility in the vicinity of & ma;o} fault, as indicated in Figure 11.2 in the BIS, alsa
contraveneas the principles of Best Practicable Environmental Option (BREQ) as referred to in Chapter 3.4.9

Minarex Environmental Limited MEL Doc. Ref 1690-040 7
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of the EIS. Such a faull and associated fractures along the shear zone in the bedreck is potentially an area
of higher badrock parmeaability and may constitute a higher risk area.

The wider extent of the grave! aquifer beneath the site should be congidered and pogsibly investigated using
geophysics and/or local well audits and assogiated drill records so that the risk to all groundwater users can
be assessed. '

8.5 Vulnerability of Local Wells

A site-specific well audit is not reporied in the EIS and it is stated in section 11.4 that there may brs; domestic
abstraction wells approximately 510m from the site, implying that such an audit was nol undertaken Ning
houses are within 1km of the site, on the northeast side, and are all on private wells according to
communication from the locals. Four of these houses are within 880 of the site boundary. In view of the
fact that the proposed developrment is located on a highly permesable locally important sand/gravel aguifer
that is extremevly vulnerable to contamination these groundwater supplies are potentially at risk.  Although
there is @ stream between the sits and the houses to the northeast of the site. which may act as & boundary
to groundwater flow, the status, depth and water-bearing formating”of each of the local wells should be
determined as a matter of course. There is aiso a potentra&x or contaminants {0 enter the sguifer via

discharges to the stream, &\\0 &
Q

Summarising the data above, there is insufiicient pg}f%sh@e cover over the underlylng groundwater bodies at
the site at the Pass of Kibride and accord;gg%é the guidelines of the Geoclogical Burvey of lreland
{“‘Groungdwater Profection Schemes, Gea!oqgﬁ@%wey of trefand, 1928") the site is not genarally acceptable
unless the risk te¢ groundwater related @@ "%gb?mrs can be proven 1o be the lowest possible for this type of

development. &°
&

&

S
10, Contingency Arrangements

Saction 11 of the WLA (Contingency Arrangements) fails to give information on staft training and does not
give copies of the relevant recording forms for the diffarent procedures.,

11. References

1. &) No, B4/1807: Evropaan Communities (Natural Habitate) Regulations, 1697
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Proposed Composting Facility

Pass of Kilbride

Key Observations

1.0 Choice of Site Location ' :

1.1 The selection of a site for composting which by its nature has an impact upon the
environs of the Pass of Kilbride has to be based upon sound technical and engineering
criteria.

1.2 It is considered that more appropriate sites have not been considered and that there are
fundamental reasons why this development should not receive planning permission in its
current form, These are listed under several headings and are not in any order of priority

2.0 Access and Roadway

2.1 Access to the proposed site is along the old bog road, W@ﬁh runs from the Pass of

Kilbride to Correlstown. @\

§

22 The bog road as can be seen from observation wgﬁm\@‘rt\ constructed to carry heavy goods
vehicles and the road will ultimately detenorat%éig&ﬁe formation will fail.
This will create a hazard to those mhablta%&Q&?}he area who commute to Miltown Pass
and the surrounding areas.

&‘\ @*\
2.3 The bog road which is derestricted.Js. a‘iéo too narrow for the use of regular heavy goods
vehicles which will travel to and the site via the N6 and the road is unsuitable and

the potential for accidents would\éag greatly increased.

24 The developer proposes tqﬁ{l\se this access and during winter months this area of open
land is subject to black ice. The proposed increase in heavy goods traffic in winter
conditions would not be acceptable from a health and safety case risk analysis for the
change in use of this road.

2.5 There are no street lights on this road and during periods of darkness and in winter months,
with the possibility of icing, the use of this road by a continuous stream of refuse vehicles
interfaced with cars taking children to school would create an unnacceptable the risk of

* accidents to local residents and could not be supported by a road safety case.

3.0 Change of Land Use (Agricultural to Industrial)
3.1 The proposed site falls within a rural area having protected bog lands and subject Heritage

Guidelines. It is not considered that this proposed industrial unit meets the Planning Crltena
for this area.

EPA Export 25-07-2013:16:09:21



4.0 Contamination of Water Courses and Aquifer

4.1 The location of this proposed composting plant will have a severe and adverse affect on
the surrounding protected bog lands and watercourses due to the inevitable pollution that
will be created by Leachate and liquours that will be produced by this plant

42 The aquifer is acknowledged to be highly vulnerable and it is incontestable that pollution
of the aquifer and water bearing superficial deposits will occur as a consequence of
pollution from the plant. The result of such pollution will irreparably contaminate local
wells and the aquifer rendering them unusable for inhabitants and farm use.

5.0 The Environment
5.1 There is concern that the leachate and emissions from the Plant will have a long term

adverse effect upon the protected bog lands, flora and fauna. Certainly it will affect a
change on the equilibrium of these wet lands.

52 Where will the Leachate be transported to and how will it be processed.?

6.0 Vermin ' & :

6.1 The potential for a rapid increase in the rat population of@e area where there will be an
: abundance of food and water should not be ,d cstimated. Rats are becoming
increasingly resistant to poisons and will be dlfﬁcw‘\tcgz ontrol.

6.2 The laying down of poisons and the potentials \nter the food chain of those animals that
inhabit the bog will have a changing eﬁ'e%b‘hﬂgo*n the ecology of the area.
G
o*\(\« S
7.0 Health of the Community <
7.1 The health of workers and the lo@cl community within a prescribed area would require to

be monitored with regard to ﬂgﬁ effects of pollution particularly those chemicals that are
carcinogenic. &

8.0 Safeguards

8.1 What safeguards are proposed by the developer in the event of this venture being
unsuccessful and abandoned in the future? Is the developer willing to enter into a
guarantee bond for pollution and the decommissioning of the plant and its return to its
original status should this venture be unsuccessful
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APPENDIX C.

The road proposed for access

to the site for proposed

Composting Facility

by Thornton’s Recycling Centre Ltd.
Pass of Kilbride
Milltownpass
County Westmeath
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BT,

aisclion Agency ||
15 DEC 2004
Claremont
Mullingar
e ——— County Westmeath
Environmental Protection Agency
Johnstown Castle Estate
County Wexford 10™ December 2004
Dear Sir/Madam

I wish to object to the application for a Waste Licence by Thorntons Recycling Centre
Ltd. It is my submission that this licence should not be granted.

Since my property, at above address, adjoins the Enniscoffey farm for approximately
one mile I have grave concerns over the issue for the following reasons:- '

1.

The Water Supply for my property comes from a well situated in the Enniscoffey
land and flows right through this farm. It has never failed in the past 150 years,
and should this supply fail, or become contaminated it would cause very serious
problems. It would actually mean that this farm wou fave to be completely
piped with water from an already overloaded supply from Gaybrook tower. Also
the existing drinking facilities would need tg@é\q@need off, new drinking troughs
fitted and this work done, and ready to svgﬁ‘éﬁ‘%m if a failure occurred. Thorntons
state that the only water they require i%f%gﬁﬁ a well on their property, there is only
one spring well, to my knowledge, ofi’ ghéir property, the one supplying water
here. The expense of this work K\l e huge plus water rates for the foreseeable
future. I also note from readi@Z;x\S% Previous Planning Decisions 6 June, 2003,
Number 7 that open window g@ﬁlposting was applied for in an existing cattle
shed. No Statement of any(ﬁa%ety precautions regarding spores fumes, or smell
was mentioned. o '

Green Waste Facility has to produce a vast amount of spores (aspergillus) which
are distributed by wind and air currents distance variable. These spores are very
unhealthy and are endemic with compost manufacturing. As I have a Stud Farm
here, I probably would have to close the Stud Farm as my bloodstock would be
badly effected. See Veterinary Report from a leading Equine veterinary Surgeon
enclosed.

Part of this farm is designated by Ducas (N.H.A.) and all of it is in R.E.P.S. for the
past seven years so therefore the noise, fumes, smells, spores, dust would be
contrary to the objectives of R.E.P.S. and N.H.A.

As is well known only property near a facility of the kind applied for by
Thorntons, is hugely devalued and as there are 380 acres plus yard and residence
in Claremont, you can only imagine the immense devaluation loss here for me.
This is probably why Thorntons have avoided making any contact with me to date
either in person, by phone or letter in contrast to their Statement in their 2" July
Newsletter, re “Thorntons Recycling” intends to be a good neighbour within the
Community.

1
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5. Their Statement about “Tree Screening” around the proposed site at Pass of
Kilbride, Milltownpass (to give it the correct address) is just fantasy, one
cannot see the “screening” trees in the grass surrounding the site.

6. One only has to read of the past behaviour of Thorntons, well documented in
the press, to see the type of firm we are opposing. In the Irish Independent of 2"
August re Thorntons Dunboyne Plant, Mr. Conor Walsh brazenly stated “We had
always intended operating a bigger facility” so one must have grave misgivings
about the real intentions regarding Pass of Kilbride, Milltownpass, and
Enniscoffey, Gaybrook.

Yours sincerely,

é.e.cil R'onaldson.
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M O’ DONOGHUE MVB MRCVS

2 Hillview, Ballinderry, Mullingar, Co Westmeath

Tel: 044 48142 Fax: 044 B4296

To Whom It May Concern:

. Dear Mr Ronaldson,

I would like to make the following observations about the
Kilbride Compost Manufacturing facility.
"
1. As with any composting process s@ﬁe dust will be
produced ( page 2 of newsletséﬁpJuly 2004) .
2. This dust will contain somg?@@perglllus spores.
3. Aspergillus spores are aéﬁsg recognised cause of
Equine Respiratory D15Q§%§
4. You are a direct ne1g§@§ﬁrlng farm to this proposed
facility. S

5. The level of rlstgﬁxyour bloodstock would depend on
factors such as: &

(a) The amouﬁ% of dust / spores produced.
(b) Prevalffng wind conditions.

{c) Age of bloodstock - younger horces are more at
risk. .
. (d) Distance from facility - you are a direct
neighbour.

In conclusion it is impossible to say tha% this facility
will not pose a risk tc your bloodstock. In my opinion

significant dangers to your bloodstock breeding business
are involved.

Yours sincerely
00
0PY.vs

Date 29.07.04 co. W¢
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Eastern Regional Fisheries Board

Bord Iascaigh Réigitinach an Qirthir

tural Herit
A ENCEWASTE Lﬁ?ﬁrﬁgném atural Heritage
Ann Bosley ECEIVED
Programme Manager 02N
Office of Licensing & Guidance < Nov 2004
Environmental Protection Agency
PO Box 3000 INITIALS.............
Johnston Castle Estate wres
Wexford
29" October 2004
Our Ref: NMcG/Thornton/WasteLicence
Re Application for waste licence by Thornton Recycling Centre Ltd.

for a proposed composting facility at pass.é)f Kilbride,
Milltownpass, Co. Westmeath (210-1) ;>
N

(§)

Dear Ms. Bosley Ofg? &

SO

We carried out an inspection of the EIS\@%%érding the above on 26™ August last at

Westmeath County Council plannin @’\g@ges in Mullingar. We also have a copy of
your correspondence to the Depgg\t%\@@ of Marine dated 14 September 2004.

S

The Eastern Regional F isherie\s&é’oard is a Statutory Body which has statutory
obligations in regard to the @.ﬁnagement, conservation, protection, development and
improvement of the fishefigs within its Region.

Under section 8(a) (1) (i) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1999 A4 Regional Board
shall in the performance of its duties, have regard to the need for the sustainable
development of the inland fisheries resource (including the conservation of fish and
other species of fauna and flora habitats and the biodiversity of inland water
ecosystems) and as far as possible ensure that its activities are carried out 50 as to
protect the national heritage, within the meaning of the Heritage Act, 1995

The Eastern Regional




()

The Board wishes to object to this waste licence on the following grounds:

The site for this activity is situated adjacent to one of the branches of the
Kinnegad River. The Kinnegad River is not 1.5 Km away as stated on page
10-2 of the EIS. There is also a network of surface water channels that are
directly linked to the Kinnegad River. The groundwater on site is also directly
linked to the Kinnegad River and its site tributaries and the overburden water
table lies within 3 m of the surface. Any deleterious discharge from this site
would be likely to flow straight to the Kinnegad River and contaminate this

_ habitat.

The Kinnegad River branch adjacent to this site is a salmonid nursery stream
and the main Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar) spawning grounds on the
Kinnegad River is situated at Rattin around 2 Km downstream of this site.
Upto 30 salmon spawning redds (areas where eggs are laid) occur here each
season and these eggs are very vulnerable to water contamination.

The Kinnegad River is a tributary of the River Boyne and the main channel of
the River Boyne is afforded protection under the following EU Directives
amongst others. Some or all of these Directives may be breached by this
activity at this site.

&

> The main channel of the River Boyne hag’been designated as Salmonid
Waters under EC Council Dlrectu@ 78/659/EEC on the quality of
freshwaters needing protectio suhprovement in order to support fish
life as incorporated fully intefirish law by the European Communities
(Quality of Salmon Watq;@‘ Regulations, 1988 (SI No. 293 of 1988).
This places an obhgat@h Ireland to maintain certain environmental
standards in surfacqc@@tgrs such as the River Boyne. However, in the
last number of y@r@‘fto)has been acknowledged that the River Boyne is
under serious enyi?onmental threat, mainly due to eutrophication i.e.
nutrient enrichinent of waters. This has been substantiated by the
various reptts of the Environmental Protection Agency. Furthermore,
the final report of The Three Rivers Project (December 2002)
reinforces the facts about this environmental threat. This report is the
result of three years work and has major implications for the future
management of the River Boyne.

» Ireland is also in the process of implementing the Water Framework
Directive (2000/60/EC).This should impose stricter obligations
regarding water quality standards in aquatic habitats.

» The River Boyne is designated as a proposed Special Area of
Conservation (pSAC) since June 2003 under the European Council
Directive on Natural Habitats (92/43/EEC) as enacted in Irish law by
the European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997.The
Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar), Lampern (Lampetra fluviatilis) and the
White-clawed crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) are Annex 11
fish/shellfish species specifically protected under the Natural Habitats
Regulations and are present in the River Boyne. Another relevant
species protected is the Frog (Rana temporaria), which can be a
valuable food of fish and is present on site.
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e We are concerned about the proposed discharge of treated leachate and
stormwater to the Kinnegad River branch as this may have a deleterious effect
on the watercourse and on the River Boyne itself in case of an accident or
insufficient treatment. We are also reluctant about the effectiveness of reed
beds as a proposed leachate discharge polishing system. There are also no
specific details regarding the quality and quantity of leachate expected to be

produced.

We look forward to a copy of your decision in due course.

Yours faithfully

No€l McGl inﬁ ,
Senior Fisheries Byvironmental Officer
o~ . Eastern Regiona -isl?erieslBoard

Tel: (01) 2787230 (direct line)

E-Mail: noel.mggloin@erfb.ie

: B
w4
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