
15 November 2004 

E.P.A. 
P.O.Box 3000 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
Co. Wexford 

Notification in accordance with Section 42(2) of 
1996-2003, of a proposed decision on a wa 

in respect of a facility at Rh 

Dear Sir / Madam 

I refer to the EPA’s notification (26 October 2004) r 
on a waste licence application in respect of a facili 

I have no comment to make on the proposed decision except to bring 
Section 3 of the Dumping at Sea Act, 1996: 

3.- (1) Apersonwhoc 
that is to say, the de 
or material in the maritim 
destruction shall be 

Subsection ( I )  does not apply to 
substances or material derived 

(2) 

offshore installati 
destruction. 

I enclose a copy of the Dumping at Sea 

Yours sincerely 

A !  
Margaret Mulhall 
Coastal Zone Management Division 
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1 Interpretation. 
2 Restrictions on durnpin_p at sea of vessels. aircraft. substances 
and material. 
3 Prohibition of incineration of substances or material in inaritiine 

4 Prohibition of disposal of offshore installations and certain 
substances or material. 
. 5 Permits _____________ in relation to 

e 

I 

= 

AT PARIS ON THE 22ND 

a .  
BE IT ENACTED BY THE AS AS FOLLOWS: 

Interpretation. 1.-In this Act, save where the 

6 (1) of this Act; 
"company" has the same me 
to 1990; 
"dumping" means- 

accordance with section 

the Companies Acts, 1963 

f 

or aircraft or offshore 

( b ) any deliberate dispo the maxitime area 
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aft or offshore ns, 

0 

vessel or aircra 

"harbour authority" means- 

( c ) in the case of a h  
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"Irish aircraft" means stered in the State; 

or a vessel which is 

another country; 
"the London Convention' 

Matter done at London 

"the maritime area'' comprises- 

1) 

e 

( a ) the territorial seas of th 
subsoil beneath those seas, , 

and the seabed and 

( c ) any area which lies 
is at a distance of 
the purposes of th 
1988, and the waters 
subparagraph shall no 
by the State to any area w 
any other state and which 
being under such jurisdiction; 

"master", in relation to a vesse 
command or chzirge of th 
"the Minister" means the 

purpose of the explo 
gaseous hydrocarbons; 
"offshore installation" means 

"substance or material" include 

ose of the Maritime 
a1 waters of the St 

"vessel" includes an aircraft which is capable of landing on or 
taking off fiom water. 

Restrictions on dumping at sea of 2 . 4 1 )  If any vessel or aircraft, s 
vessels, aircraft., substances and 
material. 

e or material- 

( a ) is dumped in 
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( c ) is loaded on to a vessel or aircraft in the State or in the 
maritime area for dumping, 

the master and the owner of the vessel, or the pilot in command 
and the owner of the aircraft, 
person who causes or permits 
guilty of an offence. 

(2) It shall be a defence fo 
with an offence under this sec 

( a ) that the commission 

accident or some other c 

Convention for th 

( 3 ) ( U ) Parugruphs 
section shall not apply in 
necessary for the purpos 
aircraft or of saving life. 

( b ) Dumping for 
this subsection sha 
master of the vessel or pi 
the case may be, as soon 
days after it takes place. 

of 

as 

( c ) A person who h (3) ofthis 
subsection shall be 

Prohibition of incineration of 
substances or material in 
maritime area. 

3,+1) A person who causes 0 
to say, the deliberate combusti 
the maritime area for the purpo 
guilty of an offence. 

substances or material 
vessel, aircrafi or o 

incineration, that is 

(2) Subsection ( I )  does not the thermal destruction of 
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Prohibition of disposal 

substances or material. 

(2) A person who deliberate 
disposal of, in the maritime are 

oses of, or permits the 

( b ) toxic, harmful or noxio 

Permits in relation to dumping. 
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. JXJMFING AT SEA ACT, 1996 Page 6 of 16 

as may be appropriate. 

(2) A person who applies to 
this section shall furnish to the 
Minister may consider nece 
of functions under this secti 

ister for a permit under 

indemnify the Mini 
him arising out of a breach 

appropriate, revoke o 

(6)  The Minister m 

to a person under this sectio 

of enabling the Minister-;- 

( a ) to determine wh 

( b ) to assess the e 
permit relates on the 
resources which it s 

( c ) to ensyre that th 
is carried oot in acco 
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.,DUMPING AT SEA ACT, ,1996 Page 7 of 16 

authorised for that p 
Minister in subsections (1) to 
as including references to su 

this section shall be construed 

( b ) Where a person is 
paragraph (a) of this 
a permit the person s 

Minister may direct. 

( 9 ) ( a ) The Mini 

( b ) The register ke 

( c ) The Minister s 

section a draft of the 
Oireachtas and the o 
approving of the draft h 

Powers of authorised officers. 6 . - 4  1) ( a ) The Mini 
or of the Marine Instit 
1991, to be an author 

created under s 
an officer of the Centr 
said Act, to be an auth 
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DUMPING AT SEA ACT, 1996 
. ,  

a Siochiina shall be an 
ses of this Act. 

the service of the State 
purposes of this Act. 

ed officer for the 

( h ) A harbour auth 

installation and carry o 

purposes aforesaid, 

( b ) require the person in 
inspection and examin 
as the officer may reas 

spection and examination 
siders necessary for the 

\ 

( d ) examine and ta 
at the place or in the 

( e ) require any perso 
vehicle, vessel, aircra 
any document in the pow 
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~ DUMPING AT SEA ACT, 1996 Page 9 of 16 

( g ) monitor the effects of any dumping. 

(3) For the purpose o 
boarding a vessel, aircra 
officer may require the per 
facilitate entry or boarding 
s-ubsection includes power, 
installation, to require the p 

require the attendance of the 
command of an aircraft or th 
installation and may, fo 
master,> pilot or person any i 
be necessary. 

(5) Where an authorise 
relation. to a vessel, aircraft 

contravention of this Act is 

(4) An authorised officer m 

e area or at any CO 

( b ) the officer's becomi 

or installation, 

hat a contravention of 

contravention or in t 
any proceedings in r 
attend be€ore any court 
for the purposes of the 
opinion of the judge is 

1 

(i) payment of the urn fine or fines 
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~ 

DUMPING AT SEA ACT, 1996 Page 10 of 16 I 

may be awarded, a 

removed from such maritime area, 

(7) Where an authorised o 
offshore installation under thi 

aine'd, a vessel or 

earest or most c 

( b ) any authorised office 

under this section or 
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Page 11 of 16 * DUMPING AT SEA ACT, 1996 
. .  

criminal, shall be instituted in 
anything authorised to be don 
secti'on, whether such thing i 
officer or by a person acting 
authorised officer. 

in respect of the doing of 
thorised officer under this 

sonally by an authorised 
ers or instructions of an 

of an offence under this 

( a ) in every case, within 
offence, and 

ars fro date of the 

place in the State. 
(5) Where an offence un 

the consent or connivance o 

other similar officer of the 
purporting to act in any suc 
body, shall be guilty of the 
proceeded against and puni 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 25-07-2013:15:33:49



Page 12 of 16 I DUMPING AT SEA ACT, 1996 

, 

conducts its business. 

Collection and applic 

aircraft, offshore insta 

Penalties. 

the court considers appropriat 

and the imprisonment. 
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.. DUMPING AT SEA ACT, 1996 Page 13 of 16 

I ,  

\ 

apply in relation to an offence under this Act as if, in lieu of the 

section 13 to the penal 
shall be construed and 

(6) Where a judge of the 

other reason, a document re 

. 
Prosecution of offences by 
Attorney General. 

11.-(1) Section 3 of the 
not apply to the prosecuti 
functions in relation to th 
subsection, it would apply. 

and section 62 of the 

sections apply in re1 

(2) References in Part I1 o f t  

,- 

secution of offences under 
ollution Act, 199 1, by 

12.-(1) Section 3 ofthe 
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DUMPING AT SEA ACT, 1996 Page 14 of 16 

* .  
orney General i 

\ 

( I )  of this-section or to any func 
subsection, be construed as refe 

s referred to in that 
es to the Attorney General. 

Fees. 13.-(1) Fees under this Act shall be taken and collected in such 
manner as the Minister for direct 
and shall be paid into or di 
Exchequer in accordance 
Finance. 

respect of such fees. 

irections of the Minister for 

(2) The Public Offices Fees Act, 1879, shall not apply in 

Expenses. 14.-The expenses incurred b er or any other Minister 
this Act shall, to such 

ister for Finance, be paid 
of the Government in the adm 
extent as may be sanctioned by t 
out of moneys provided by th 

Repeal of Act of 198 1. mping at Sea Act, 1981, is hereby repealed. 

Short title, coilect1ve citation and’-16.-( 1) This Act may be cited as the Duinpi 
collective construction. 

(2) The 
may be cit 
and shall be construed together as one Act. 
Section 5. > 

CRITERIA AS TO THE T OF PERMITS F O R ,  

A-Characteristics and CO 

1. Amount and composition. 
2. Form, e.g. solid, sludge, liquid. 
3. Properties: physical (especial1 
density), chemical and biochemi 
nutrients) and biological (e.g. presence of viruses, bacteria, yeasts, 
parasites, etc.). 
4. Toxicity. 
5. Persistence: physical, chemic 
6. Accumulation and biotrans 
sediments. 
7. Chemical and physi 
possible formation of 
8. Probability of prod 
marketability of resour 

the substance or material 

lubilify, specific gravity and 
e.g. oxygen demand, 

on in biological materials or 

aste after release, including 
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DUMPING AT SEA ACT, 1996 Page 15 of 16 I 

week, per month). 
3. Methods of packaging and containment, if any. 

5. Dispersal, horizontal transport and vertical 
characteristics. 

ammonia, phosphate and susp 

8. Existence and effects of cu 

2. In applying these provisions 
alternative land-based methods 
elimination, or of treatment t 
less harmful for dumping at s 
Section 5 .  

PART 1, 

THE NORTH-EAST AT 

( a ) dredged material; 
( b ) inert materials o 

unprocessed geological 
which are unlikely to be releas 

PART 2 
THE EXCEPTIONS TO THE I? 
PERMITTED 
CONVENTIO 

Disused offshore installations 
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.DUMPING AT SEA ACT, 1996 Page 16 of 16 I 

( b ) refuse to issue a perm 
contains substances which 
to human health, harm to li 

the sea. 

Comphies Acts, 1963 to 1990 
Continental Shelf Act, 1968 1968,No. 14 
Courts of Justice Act, 1936 1936, No. 48 
Criminal Procedure A 1967,No. 12 
Dumping at Sea Act, 198 1 1981, No. 8 
Fisheries Act, 1980 1980, No. 1 

1968,No. 18 
1946, No. 9 
1991, No. 2 

1955, No. 29 
- 1851,c.93 

1974, No. 22 
1879, c. 58 
1991, No. 27 

arbour Centres Act, 1 

arine Institute Act, 1991 
aritime Jurisdiction Acts, 1959 to 1988 

Mercantile Marine Act, 1955 
Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 185 1 
Prosecution of Offences Act, 19 
Public Offices Fees Act, 1879 
Sea Pollution Act, 1991 

Source: Irish Statute Book 

I 
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