
SECTION 9 

DIOX1.N INVE$TIGATION IN'RINGASKIDDY 
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_-- 9i.2, Investiqations carried-:'o&t.6V Cork Countv-Council into the 
.discoverv of dioxitis in sbil sarnO,es iti RinatiskiddV 

,profesSbr Raupes Report. 

then the data received tias incomplete-with some paGes .+d.a lettes missing. 

E&pund 
u 

Relatively high levels of *oxins wore- found at-3 sites near Ringaskiddy during 
the baseline sampling conducted by Sandoz in-1991. 

I 
Cork County Council decided to engegethe services of Professor Christopher 
Rapp,e, a recognised expert ori dioxins from Sweden to determine the cause of the 

.problem, Data-from the two sources of diqxins in the area i.e. Irish Steel and 
Penn Chemicals were forwarded to,Professor Rappe for examination. 

' 
In a letter from Prof Rappe'to Cork County Council dated,9/4/92, the Professor 
accepted that both companies emitted dioxins. .He stated that the data available 
to 'him was incomplete. In the case of Penn Chemicals (ndw Smithkline,Beecham) 
he said, "'I have no information of the uas flow, conseauentlv-it is not mssible 
to c&ruxre the source strenoths" and in the case of Irish Steel "there amars 
to'be some confusion over nurciberino". 

Yet, inexplioably he concluded that: 

"it would appear that the levels found in the soil samples are associated with 
l&q ranqe transrx%t of POD's and mF!s (dioxin) from n&-local sources"'. 

This desk-top report of some 5 pages, Costing just $500 was uSed by the Council _. 
to dismiss local.fears. A letter to the Cmigaline Environmental Group from the 
Council dated.13th April 1992 restated Prof Rappes conclusion above and insisted 
that: 

"there are &solutelv no indications of any localised z&k source" 
_' 

Yet just one month later, on 13th May 1992, an internal memo from acting Chief 
~~Environmental Officer Kieran O'.Brien to Mr D Murphy the County Manager stated 

that Prof pappes &or-t: 

"in no wav addressed the hiqh level of dioxins at the lccationk in Rinsaskiddy 
and tincluded that "anv statemnt on dioxins in the Imrboti area tmuid be 
unh4se" , 

However this did.not prevent the Council from publicly accusing 
environmentalists of scaremongering etc on the dioxins problem, and supporting 
Prof Rappes view, while at the same time they were aware that his,report did not 
explain the high levels .of dioxins at Ringaskiddy. 

Eventually in August/September 1993 the Council formulated proposals to conduct 
baseline dioxins-~nitoring for milk and 'soil.saqles in Cork City (in 
conjunction with Cork Corporation) to be conducted by JZolas. This baseline 
survey shou$&of course have beencarried out prior to,,the Sandoz planning ' 

_' ,'~applicatioj$~$ 1: " ,.-gjggj+y , ~, *,: ,; ,~$gg ‘, 't .; .>.>I ,dj- . !_ ?g, & . / .- :: : ) -_ 
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-  _ _ 
:  I .  _ 

While the Council proposals-are welcome, the delays in conducting a seridus and 
urgent inquiry into the high dioxin levels found. in the soil samples at 
Ringaskiddy is a matter of someconcem. Nearly 3 years later no investigation 
has c&snenced. ~-. 

utilizing the inconclusive results of a GO0 desk-top investigation to ,publicly 
--diS~ss--t.hk-.genuine;fears_of__local-~-~p_le_-~~ Cork Environmental Alliance is not - - .__._. .__ _. 

satisfactory. , 

Har?Gur, yet their air' CBA wishes to-also draw attention to the position whereby Smithkline.Beecham are 
licensed,to opeiate three incinerators-in the,lower 
pol-hution licence does not.as yet contain a 1xru-t for dioxin emissions. It was 
due for ireview I@ January 19.94; This review has not yet been conducted. Irish 

Steel do not even appear to have dn air pollution licence and consequently~do 
not have legally &forceable emissions limitsfor dioxins. '. 

'&is sikuatio~ is. indefexisible. 
. . 

u 

Note : The soil samples from the Sandoz studies which‘contained elevated levels 
of International Toxic Equivalents (ITBQ's) of dioxin were - e 

* (a) North of Sand02 23.7 8 i : 
(b) .kin&kidd$ 21.6 

(c) East of .Sh&ball~ 10.0 

To put these figures into context, the levels at the-other four .sites tested 
ranged from 6.2. to 0.7; ~, See attached map. 

.  .  
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* COMHAIRLE CHONTAE CI-IORCAI 

IUNTY COUNC-IL r Ms. Joan Lucey, 
Friends of Cork Harbour, 
Carrig Lodge, 

-Point Road, 
CROSSHAVEN. 

--I CORK C( 
COUNTY HALL CORK 
TELEPHONE 021-276891 

FAX 021-276321 

Please reply to Room No. or Phone 02-i-285 I 

--Y 

27th February, 1992. 

Dear Ms. Lucey, 

The Council do not believe that there is a problem with dioxins 
in Cork Harbour. .,> 

Yours sincerely, 

IAIN MACLEAN, 
CHIEF EnVIRONMENTAL OFFICER. 
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Mr. 'D. .Murphy, 
County Manager, 
Floor 15. 

13th yay, 1992. 

Re: Oioxins in Ringaskiddy. 
':. .: 

8, ===z==================== 

The following is an outline of the Dioxin position to-date. 
Baseline soil monitoring in Ringaskiddy as part of the Sandoz 
E.I.S. reported the following results. 

Location 

Sarldoz 

Site 

( 1 
( 2 , 
:: 

North of Sandoz 5 
West Ringaskiddy 6 
East of Shanbally 7 
Currabinny 8 

I T E Q dioxin 

0.7 
0.4 
0.5 
0.2 

23.7 ) 
2.1.6 ) Much above 
IO‘,0 ) background?. 
'0.4 . '. 

Analysis of dioxin emissions were carri,ed out on the two local point 
sources - Penn Chemicals and Irish, Steel. 

Results'and chromatograms of analysis of soil sampi'es on the Sandoz 
site and emissions from Penn and Irish Steel were examined'by Prof. 
Christopher Rappe of University of UMEA, a world expert on Dioxins. 
Prof. Rappe has concluded from the dioxin and fur-an profile, which 
can be used like a finger print to indicate'the source, that levels 
found in the soil samples on the Sandoz site are associated with long 
range transport from non local sources. 
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.$bsequently a letter was issued 13th April, '92 to Carrigaloe 
Environmental Group (see attached). 

0 dioxins in the Warbour area . . . have arisen as a 
result of long range transportant and deposition". 

This however in no way addressed the high levels at locationsq 
5, 6 and 7. 

I have contacked Prof. Rappe and he will examine the chromatograms 
for samples 5, 6 and 7 an.d comment of possible.sources. These 
chromatograms are at present in England with the laboratory that 
carried out the analysis. I have a.rranged.to have these sent to 
Professor Rappe as soon as possible. 

I feel that until these chromatograms are,:evaluated, any statement, on 
dioxins ,,in the harbour area would be unwise. 

6 . . . 

6 3 KIERAN p'BRIEN, 
A/CHIEF ENVIRCNMENTAL OFFICER. 
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To a& the Minister for the Er~virqnmenL, if he will give details 

of the' action, if any, he is prepared to Lake regarding results 
of a' recent swzvey showing Lji~xin 1~el.s at Hingaskiddy, county 

Cork, to be five ~i;imes t';lt. level permitted in Germany. 
, - , 

. 

. . 

v 

REP;Y 

I am Eollowii~g the positin closely. 1 am not aw+re'nE a 

perrnitted.soi.1 ,l.evel for dioxin applyi~,i in Germany at present. 
_ 

I 

. 

, 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 25-07-2013:14:45:20


