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Air pollutxon is kl]lmg miore than
300,000 Eurppeans annually and
costmg EU countries €80 billion -
a year in'sick léave, according to -
the - latest assessment of. air,
qualxty by the European Commls
sion.

The - Commlss1on 5. report
which is to be presented today to-
‘the Clean Air for Europe steering
“group in Brussels, also found that
ait pollution is reducing the life’
expectancy of Europeans by
4lmost nine morths on average.

.A'map with the. ~xeport shows
that the problem is at its worst in

Belgium, the Randstat area of the

“Netherlands, northern Italy and’
‘new member-states - partrcularly
the southern part -of Poland and
the central part of Hungary. .
Ireland is'shown relatively low
dowir'in the scale, though there
| are regional variations, The' east
and south has more ‘ait' pollation
. than ‘the wi 2

| alga notés rthat ‘evety Worltmg
E opehnt ‘on i f

ényifonient; pubhshed
:: last May, the Envirénmerital Pro-

‘tection Agency (EPA) also identi-
fied “pollution : .from - rap1dly
{ increasing ¥oad traffic as “the pri-
mary threat to the quahty of am' 0
Ireland”

. The results of monitormg,
’ ..whrch ‘showed ‘high levels of -
t‘ogen d10x1de levels in some

" 0is Towest’
12:is highest

“parts of central Dubhn, mdtcated :
‘that”complian: ithi the!str
gent new NO; and PM, st
““may resent Problems; in some
urbanareas,, %

ancl 2020 as Well as cuttmg the .
. estimated: 288,000 premature
death§ caused” annually by this
_ pollutant by 80,000. The stratégy -
also sefs targets tO reduce the 3
‘million life years lost annually by |
11 million “and’ the estimated. |
" 83,000 erious- hospital' admis-
. sions ‘every: year of people‘suf- |
fering from PMm-related 1llnesses' R
b¥.30:500 R
“These imp, Oveiments are tobe -
< broughtabotit by implementing -
 mMore effectlvely current policies
- to combat air ‘pollution; such as
'vehrcle exhaust. limits, national
emissions ceilings, industrial pol- -
Tution controls and a1r quahty
laws.:

However,. the report concedes
that gir pollution will continué to
.cause “very significant adverse
impacts -on human health” in.
2020 - including 'more than
200 000 premature deaths dyear.

mati¢ Strategy ot AJr I’ollutro ‘
in.May 2005; This’ strategy. will
get. ‘objectives” on- oonsnlerably.
reducing premature’ deat! and 4
illness:caitsed by air'pollution..

It ;aims. fo reduce by three
months the nine-month loss: in
average life ‘expectancy : from.
exposure to PM,, between: now-
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