Summary of input for NIA by Brian Hanratty. 14 March 2005

1. “In a newspaper interview, Dr Kelly was heard to say ‘we will get domestic waste incinerators,
beginning with the Indaver project in Meath where planning approval has been secured, though a
judicial review is awaited’.” (as reported by The Irish Times on 27/08/2003 It is regrettable that
Ms Kelly is not present to clarify if she has been quoted correctly.

2. As a lay person, | would have concerns that

> the licence is for five years (Point 1.11 — page 7} ... too long, given advances in
monitoring toxic substances such as dioxin, and given innovation in waste management
it would sit on top of the largest aquifer in North East Ireland (Point 3.2.1 — page 10)
(see also Point 6.12 on Page 18)
it doesn’t specify how SECURE storage capacity for ash is (Point 3.8 — page 11}
the Gas Main for the North East runs under the site (Point 3.15 — page 12)
the chimney has fo be raised by 25 metres (Point 3.19 — page 13) from 40M to 65M OD
{is this unusual that an application could have miscaiculated so much ?)
does 3.22 (Page 14/15) give us adequate protection from emissiens ?
do Sections 4, 5 and 6 (Page 16 et seq and Schedules B & C) give us adequate
protection ?
(and how practical/achievable are the conditions proposed?)
Point 6.3 suggests the EPA would not notify the community of any change to the licence
Again, how robust/achievable are conditions in Sections 8 gt seq
There are no specific proposals in relation to moniton'ng@ublic health impacts, both
benchmarking background levels of toxic substances/@missions In advance of
commissioning the incinerator, and afterwards, Thig'is a major flaw, and as the
EPA does not have the medical expertise ir@ s&'matters, it should not be issuing a
licence that disregards human health by h@\g{ no parameters relating to the specific
protection of hurnan heaith, which shou&gl’i@s he priority in assessing any licence
application. é’}\o(\oé

&
Schedules B & C set out some key issgé?\%%%ain, are these appropriate & achievable ?
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3. The role of the EPA as the “full ba 0%1 the event of breaches of licensed conditions needs to
be independently assessed. Theifapproach to enforcement of IPC licences gives rise {0
concern — see their most recep&nnual Report (2002!) and Report on IPC Licences (20021)
and a breakdown of the cost8'and fines imposed on www.epa.ie. Based on this, the EPA is not
effective in protecting the public’s interest from both a health & environmental perspective. The
requirement for companies to carry out “on-going monitoring of their own operations” must be
called into question as in the Irish Times of Friday last, March 11, another company is
accused of filing misleading reports with the EPA.

Self regulation is “no regulation.”

4. Despite Indaver’s claims re their focus and investment in relation to safety, one of their Belgian
incinerators breached licenced emission levels for several weeks, undetected. A similar
incident in Ireland (involving another company) is reported in last Friday's Irish Times (see
3 - above)

5. As well as public health, the matter of the Boyne Valley's exceptional heritage is affected by
this proposal. See Professor George Eogan’s comments to the NIA - as the world’s leading
Expert on Bru na Boinne, he also raises serious concems.
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| lﬁf‘t WLW 2004 59 Brighton Road, Rathgar, Dublin 6.
. o Telephone: 01 - 490 6218
Professor GEORGE EOGAN, B.A., Ph.D., D. Litr,, Litt.D., F.SA, MRIA. E-mail: eogan@eircom.net

4, W M(War Grvimstmm Dulek lo, Meath

W W pion.

L prsible i pnussin frm e ;»;fwé' oot
wnts b o olebry ot o e Brgh m Boms
Wja&?ﬁq}t Bk, A pwiinler Ky ot Vindy %h?‘“‘%

The mamitrance ‘ﬁ;@{@@w m;—v 7 .’?#ujk ny Poinng
b Gsonial by ;@Q:@ | shek | dne B b eyt wilf

Semsw@ mya%fé M Al a2 a(mm»jlj fro, %
MVimpnt— an) plae émﬁc%-

o

- EPA Export 25-07-2013:14:30:42



| MarTIN WaALL

The Department-of Health has told ihe’

Health Service Executive (HSE) that up
to 2,000 jobs will have to be shed from
the health services around the State. -~

The Irish Times understands that the
Department has suggested that these
should be mainly managerial and admin-
istrative grades.

The Department has told the HSE,
which took over responsibility for run-

ning services around the State six-

weeks ago, that the numbers currently
employed are well above the ofﬁcial

employment ceiling set down by the
Government.

‘The HSE, in a statement to The Irish
Times last night, confirmed that it was
“assessing” the employment numbers
with the Department of Health.”

A spokeswoman said the figures
involved in the discussions between the
HSE and the Department were “esti-
mates”, and that the situation had devel-
oped hlstoncally The issue would be

addressed over a period of time

without impacting on serv1ces for

_pauents and clients.

Sources close to the Department of

Health said the issue over staffing num-
bers had come to light in recent weeks
following the amalgamation of heaith
boards and health agencies into the
HSE as part of the Government’s health-
care reforms.

‘There are current}y around 98,000
people employed in the health services.

The Department of Health has told
the HSE that this is around 1.4 per cent
above the ceiling for the health sector
set out in a Government decision in
December 2002.

Sourees said that, depending on how

the figures were calculated, this
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EU report f inds air
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Europeans annu: ly

an MCDONALD,
EnvironNMENT EpiTOR

| Air pollution is killing more than
300,000 Europeans annually and
costing EU countries €80 billion
a year in sick leave, according to
the latest assessment of air

quality by the Eumpean Commls- ‘

sion.
The Commission’s report
which is to be presented today to
the Clean Air for Europe steering
group in Brussels, also found that
air-poliution is reducing the life
expectancy of Europeans by
almost nine months on average.
1 - A map with the report shows
k(| that the problem is at its worst in
! | Belgium, the Randstat area of the
| Metherlands, northetn Italy and
new member-states ~ particularly
the southern part of Poland and
the central part of Hungary.
Ireland is shown relatively low
| down in the scale, though there
are regional variations. The east
and south has more air pollution
than the west, north-west and
south-west; reflecting differ-
ences in population, industrial
development and traffic. -

Overall, the report equates.the-

premature deaths of 310,000
people a year with the loss of
over three miilion life years. It
also. notes that every working
European is on sick leave for at
least a half-day a year due to ill-
| nesses caused by air pollution.

. The main pollutants of con-
| cern for human health are fine
| dust particles, known as PM,,
‘which can peneirate deep into
the respiratory tract, and ground
level ozome, or photochemical
' smog mainly caused by traffic.

o Initsmostrecent review of Ire-
land’s environment, published
last May, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) also idenii-
fied pollution from rapidly
Increasing road traffic as “the p-
‘mary threat to the quality of air in
Treland”.

The results of monitoring,
which showed high levels of
trogen dioxide levels in some

"0'is lowest
12 is highest

1ls 310,000
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parts of central Dublin, indicated
that compliance with the strin-

. gentnew NG, and PM,; standards

“may present probiems in some
urban areas”.

Abatement of PM,, pollution
would be “much more difficult”
than eradicating winter smog in
Irish cities in the early 11992;. To
cut PM,, might even involve short-
terml‘fr”afﬁc bans, which would
represent a major new challenge
for local authorities. :

The European Commission’s-

report was produced as a prelude
to the adoption of a new “The-
matic Strategy on Air Pollution”
in May 2005. This strategy will
set objectives on considerably
reducing premature deaths and
illness caused by air pollution.

It aims to reduce by three
months the nine-month loss in
average life. expectancy from
exposure to PM,, between now

and 2020 as well as cutting the
estimated : 288,000 premature
deaths caused annually by this
pollutant by 80,000. The strategy
also sets targeis to reduce the 3
millon life years lost anmmally by
11 million and the estimated
83,000 serious hospital admis-
sions every year of people suf-
fering from PM,related ilinesses
by 30,500

“These mprovements are to be
broughi about by implementing
more effectively current policies
to combat air pollution, such as
vehicle exhaust limits, national
emissions ceilings, industrial pol-
lution controls and air quality
laws:

However, the report concedes
that air pollution will continue to
cause “very significant adverse
impacts on human health” in
2020 - including more than
200,000 prematnre deaths a vear.

"Airpoliution is worst in B
Netherlands. northem &3
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